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Red Hawks Run in Color
Student Views Vary for Smoke-Free Policies 
Undeclared sophomore Jennifer Barnhart blows vaporizer smoke from her mouth behind Stone Hall.
Color Run continued on Page 2 
Smoke-Free continued on Page 3
Runners throw a rainbow of colors in the air after completing the 5k race. Jeremy Wall| The Montclarion
President 
Cole 
Addresses 
Concerns of 
Immigration 
Dana Jarvis
Graduating News Editor
    On Sunday, April 30, 127 
participants came out to run 
in the Department of Cam-
pus Recreation’s 14th annual 
Red Hawk Run. The event 
consisted of $1,800 in prizes 
increasing from $1,400 two 
years ago.
   The majority of the runners 
were students; however, the 
race did attract a few faculty 
and other non-students. All 
proceeds from the run went 
towards the Red Hawk Food 
Pantry, which is available to 
students in need.
    Several businesses around 
Montclair co-sponsored the 
event including Pizza 46, 
Starbucks, the University 
Bookstore and various oth-
ers.
    The 5k itself began 14 years 
ago, but the color only came 
three years ago. “We made 
it a color run because that’s 
where the trends were go-
ing,” said the Department of 
Campus Recreation Associ-
ate Director Ginnie Mohr. “It 
made more people partici-
pate”.
    Despite the cloudy skies 
and mild temperatures, the 
weather didn’t stop people 
from coming out to run. “It’s 
a beautiful event that makes 
everyone happy,” said De-
partment of Campus Recre-
ation Building Manager Des-
mond Dixon.
    “I’m doing this for fun,” 
senior psychology major Lisa 
Pakulniewicz said. “I don’t 
normally run.”
    “This is my first time doing 
it,” said history major Junior 
Dan Lopinto.
    “I would like to thank all 
of our volunteers today for 
putting this together and 
the weather,” the Depart-
ment of Campus Recreation’s 
General Manager Romayne 
Eaker-Kelly told the partici-
pants. Eaker-Kelly has been 
involved with the event since 
it began over a decade ago.
   “I think it’s great,” said 
graduate student and DJ of 
the event, Ferid Oyelaja. “It 
shows a lot of great spirit and 
it’s for a great cause.”
Therese Sheridan| The Montclarion
Christina Urban
Assistant News Editor
    With the plan to make 
Montclair State a smoke-free 
campus on its way next se-
mester, students are having 
mixed views about the up-
coming policies.
    The plan beginning Sept. 
1, 2017, will prohibit smok-
ing including the use of elec-
tronic cigarettes and vapor-
izers as well as the use of 
tobacco products, outside of 
designated smoking zones. 
The number of smoking 
zones will decrease and by 
Sept. 1, 2020 the campus will 
be 100% smoke and tobacco 
free. Health Promotion will 
offer classes for those want-
ing to quit.
    “The new policy will be 
added to the University’s 
codes of conduct and penal-
ties will result from those
policies,” said Vice President 
of the University, Dr. Karen 
Pennington. The penalties 
have not yet been deter-
      Before the spring classes 
ended for the summer, Presi-
dent Susan Cole notified stu-
dents and faculty via email 
on Tuesday, May 2 to reiterate 
school policies in place re-
garding undocumented im-
migrants. She highlighted the 
university’s commitment to 
support immigrant students 
and urged those traveling 
abroad to be cautious.
    Although Montclair State 
administration previously ad-
dressed adopting an official ti-
tle as a “sanctuary campus” this 
past semester in SGA meetings, 
President Cole wrote, “The past 
few months have been an anx-
ious and confusing time for 
many of our international and 
immigrant students and em-
ployees, and it is quite possible 
that there will continue to be 
uncertainty in regard to immi-
gration matters in the months 
ahead.”
       Cities in the United States 
have been declaring the title 
of “sanctuary cities” after Presi-
dent Trump’s recent executive 
orders regarding border poli-
cies and tightening entrance 
into the United States. A sanc-
tuary city is a city that limits 
cooperation with the national 
government based on perse-
cution of undocumented im-
migrants and current immigra-
Immigration continued on Page 2 
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Tuesday, May 2
NJ Transit Parking Garage: A 
student reported an incident 
of theft. This case is under in-
vestigation. Sunday, April 30
Bohn Hall: Student Moree-
na Hashim, 19, of Washing-
ton D.C., was arrested and 
charged with possession of 
marijuana. Hashim is sched-
uled to appear in the City of 
Clifton Court.
Friday, April 28
College Hall: Non-student 
Jacqualine O’Leary, 48, of 
Brick, N.J. was arrested and 
charged with fraud, theft and 
criminal simulation for her in-
volvement in an incident that 
occurred. O’Leary is sched-
uled to appear in Essex Coun-
ty Superior Court.
Thursday, April 27
Student Recreational Center:
A student reported an inci-
dent of harassment while in 
the building. This case is un-
der investigation.
??????| The Montclarion
Monday, May 1
Lot 17: A staff member of fleet 
services reported an incident 
of criminal mischief. This case 
is under investigation.
Wednesday, April 26
Student Recreational Center: 
A staff member reported an 
incident of theft within the 
building. The case is under in-
vestigation.
Color Run: after the race, runners receive massages, food and prizes
Continued from page 1
Immigration: UPD will not inquire about the immigration status of students
Continued from page 1
Campus Recreation volunteers throw 
blue paint at a runner.
Alex Gamboa| The Montclarion
    By 1 p.m. the race began. 
The course started at the Rec-
reation Center’s parking lot, 
went through the middle of 
campus and ended back at the 
parking lot. Around 1:30 p.m. 
the runners started to return, 
drenched in color. 
    “I feel exhausted,” said se-
nior business analytics major 
Frank Pino. “The colors were 
an obstacle to get around.”
    Parabolic Performance & Re-
hab workers gave massages to 
participants afterwards. “It’s 
just a good post-run treat-
ment,” said Sasha Demenjon, 
the business’ Client Care Am-
bassador.
    Event goers had the op-
portunity to eat healthy foods 
such as oranges, bananas and 
crackers while staying hydrat-
ed on water. All participants 
were given a t-shirt. 
      It wasn’t long before the 
results were in. In first, second 
and third were Streibe Phil-
lip, Alex Delgado and Sam-
wel Marwa, respectively. The 
Department of Campus Rec-
reation plans to host another 
Color Run next year.
Friday, April 28
Williams Hall: A student re-
ported an incident of criminal 
mischief. This case is under in-
vestigation. 
Friday, April 28
Life Hall: A student reported 
an incident of theft while in 
the building. This case is un-
der investigation. 
tion laws.
    President Cole continued, 
“Montclair State University has 
not and will not discriminate on 
the basis of immigration status.”
      Cole states that the Univer-
sity Police Department will not 
inquire about the immigration 
status of students, the university 
will not provide immigration sta-
tus of students to federal officials 
unless ordered by the courts, 
and she bolsters the university’s 
commitment to maintain federal 
and state privacy laws.
She recognizes that the 
safety of the students and fac-
ulty has been a main cause of 
concern after President Trump 
banned six countries from en-
tering the United States, as well 
as other laws which have tight-
ened security at as well as inside 
America’s borders. 
     Though the school will not 
officially declare a title, admin-
istration and staff are to fol-
low specific guidelines when it 
comes to members of Montclair 
State who have traveled to the 
United States, but may or may 
not have citizenship.
       In closing, President Cole 
advised students to remain up 
to date on executive orders and 
judicial decisions. She also pro-
vided contact information for 
Elizabeth Gill, Director of inter-
national services at the global 
education center along with 
various links for reference of le-
gal issues.
     University information on 
immigration matters as well 
as contact information can be 
found on the website at https://
www.montclair.edu/president/
current-and-emerging-immi-
gration-issues/.
“It’s a beautiful event that makes everyone 
happy.”
 
 
- Desmond Dixon, Department of Campus Recreation Building Manager
The Montclarion •May 25, 2017 • PAGE 3themontclarion.org
Relay for Life: Many Walk 
Together Against Cancer
Davonna Barber
Contributing Writer
Davonna Barber| The Montclarion
 The Office of Equity and Diversity 
Shines a Light on Homelessness 
Students Educate Themselves on the Unhoused and Volunteer to Help 
1200 participated in this year’s 
Relay for Life. $49,000 was 
raised for cancer research.
Participants of Relay for Life pose as they walk behind a banner. Photo Courtesy of Emily Cordero
Photo Courtesy of Emily CorderoA team poses behind a signed hope sign in the Student Center Quad.
    Many different campus or-
ganizations came together 
to help bring awareness and 
share interesting statistics re-
garding homelessness on May 
1.
    Volunteers came and helped 
make baskets of toiletries and 
peanut butter and jelly sand-
wiches for the homeless. Over 
75 sandwiches were made and 
donated to Tony’s Kitchen. 
Clothes were given to Mont-
clair Emergency Services for 
the Homeless (MESH) and 
extra toiletries were given to 
students on campus. 
    MESH showed a series of 
videos explaining how their 
organization helps homeless 
people and included inter-
views of the people they have 
helped. 
    “People don’t believe that 
people are homeless in Mont-
clair because it is a suburb,” 
said Graduate Coordinator for 
Office of Equity and Diversity 
Maya Dowdell-Jeffries. “And 
there are people who need as-
sistance, so the video was to 
let people know that home-
lessness exists, especially in 
Montclair.”
    At the event, there were 
themed tables with statistics 
on them. One table explained 
how families with children are 
homeless. Another explained 
how many people in the LGBT 
“People don’t believe that 
people are homeless in Mont-
clair because it is a suburb and 
there are people that need 
assistance...”  
 
- Maya Dowell-Jeffries, graduate coordinator for 
the Office of Equity and Diversity
community get kicked out for 
“coming out” and become 
homeless. Another table ad-
dressed sex trafficking. 
    “The purpose of the event 
was to bring awareness to the 
different types of homeless-
ness,” said senior Event Co-
ordinator Shannel Paulino. 
“You don’t have to be in the 
streets, and look bumish or 
dirty. A student can be home-
less. A veteran can be home-
less. Or it can be someone 
who goes to work every day 
but has nowhere to sleep at 
night. So we’re just trying to 
bring [awareness] those ste-
reotypes.”
Davonna Barber| The Montclarion
Volunteers pose around the sandwich-
es they made for the homeless.
Volunteers arrange the toiletry 
bundles they created.
Smoke-Free: Some students agree with desig-nated zones, but not a 100 percent smoke free campus.
Continued from page 1
mined, she said.
   “I understand why there 
would be designated smoking 
centers but I don’t want some-
body blowing smoke into my 
face when I’m walking across 
campus, but I’m not trying to 
deny anybody their right to
whatever,” said sophomore 
journalism major, Frankie 
Perez. “You can do whatever 
you want as long as you’re not 
being annoying about it.”
    As for the completely 
smoke-free plan Perez said, “I 
think that’s completely ridicu-
lous because people are going 
to do it no matter what. It’s a 
dry campus but people drink 
no matter what. Obviously,
marijuana is illegal but people 
smoke it all of the time on 
campus. You can’t stop stu-
dents from doing what they 
want to do.”
    “It influences our environ-
ment because it impacts our 
health in a good way,” senior 
biology major Jaclyn Ram-
narine said. “It makes sure 
that they don’t smoke as of-
ten,” she said.
    Sophomore Jennifer Barn-
art said the policy would be 
good because she knows it can 
be annoying to walk behind 
someone smoking a cigarette 
and breath in the smoke; how-
ever, the 19-year- old is an oc-
casional vaper and the smoke-
free campus policy will affect 
her ability to freely vape.
    “I think it’s good if [the 
University is] instilling the 
classes,” said sophomore psy-
chology major Julia Knoerdel. 
“But I also know that you 
can’t just tell a smoker to quit. 
It’s something they have to 
do and have to want because 
some people smoke for differ-
ent reasons.”
    Knoerdel smokes occasion-
ally and said even though 
there will be zones, people 
might get “agitated” because 
a lot of smokers do it in-be-
tween walking to different 
classes.
   More information on the 
smoke-free campus policies is 
available in the University’s 
digital press release.
Therese Sheridan| The MontclarionJennifer Barnhart inhales vapor.
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A Year in Review
Police officers Ron DeWitt, 
Jeff Struble and Andrew 
Burde saved two lives in 
the same day and were later 
awarded with the Life Sav-
ing Award from the Univer-
sity Police Department.
Photo Courtesy of Carly PhelpsOfficers Ron DeWitt, Jeff Struble and Andrew Burde received the Life Sav-
ing Award from UPD
The  Department of Theatre 
and Dance’s production of 
‘Aida’  led to students and 
staff protesting against the 
show’s supposed use of 
blackface, which is when 
people use makeup to por-
tray a person of color.  
 A student team consisting of 
Dan Fedkenheuer, Sana Ajaj, 
Erin Blake, Mike Lutes, Jake 
Ruggerio and Chris Guisep-
pini won a university con-
test and had their 30-second, 
Montclair State business 
school ad played in Times 
Square. 
Photo courtesy of John Caccamo
Protestors stood outside Memorial Auditorium to criticize the alleged use 
of blackface in “Aida”
Newlyweds George Juzdan and Sheena Higgins pose with family, friends and 
Rocky the Red Hawk at their reception.
Partridge Hall is scheduled to open for 
the spring 2018 semester.
Photo by Daniella Heminghaus
Photo courtesy of Mike Peters
Dana Jarvis| The Montclarion
Photo courtesy of Michelle Handal
A student crew films the winning ad for the Feliciano Times Square Challenge.
A group of students protest on campus after President Donald Trump’s 
election.
Class of 2014 graduates 
George Juzdan and Shee-
na Higgins first met each 
other on campus. They in-
vited Montclair State staff 
and Rocky the Red Hawk 
to their wedding reception 
to continue their Red Hawk 
pride.
After Donald Trump won the 2016 United 
States presidential election, upset students 
formed several protests due to the Presi-
dent’s promises to altercate their 
communities.
A lot of construction happened and there 
is more to come. This year the University 
opened Partridge Hall as the School of 
Nursing, extended the School of Commu-
nications building which will open in the 
fall and continues to renovate the comput-
er sciences building, Mallory Hall.
themontclarion.org themontclarion.org The Montclarion •May 25, 2017 • PAGE 5
Congratulations to the Class of 2017
Photo by Mike Peters
Whether you have earned your undergraduate or graduate degree,  
the Faculty, Professional Staff, Adjunct Faculty, Specialists 
and Librairans celebrate your success and achievements. 
We are proud to have been a part of your 
journey towards this goal.
Wishing you all the best with your future endeavors, 
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Photo courtesy of Mike Peters
Students Go To Prison,
Inmates Get An Education
Montclair State's students (from left to right) Parm Singh, Joe Wasowski, Koedi Shakir and Munajj Khan, help to tutor inmates at 
Northern State Prison in Newark.
      It was around 2:30 p.m. on 
Monday, March 20, 2016 when 
a handful of Montclair State 
students arrived at Northern 
State Prison in Newark. Al-
though they sat in the visitor 
waiting area, they weren’t there 
to visit loved ones, but rather 
strangers. 
     In bright green t-shirts, stu-
dents Joe Wasowski, Parm 
Singh, Koedi Shakir and Munajj 
Khan navigated prison rituals. 
To get to the medium security 
section of the prison, the stu-
dents passed through a metal 
detector, then through large 
heavy doors that echoed loudly 
after closing behind them, and 
into a courtyard. A tall chain 
link fence stretched as far as 
the narrow pathway guiding 
them in. On the other side of 
the fence were incarcerated 
men. Dressed in khaki shirts 
and pants, some played basket-
ball and others chatted amongst 
themselves, enjoying the pleas-
antly warm weather on the first 
day of spring.
     The students’ travels didn’t 
lead them to a visiting area 
where inmates would normally 
entertain their guests, but in-
stead, they arrived at a library, 
one that had the resemblance 
and feel of a school classroom. 
     A thick blue boarder that rep-
resented the ocean was painted 
below the edges of the ceiling 
and stretched along the perim-
eter of the room. Colorful fish 
swam throughout the border 
and like any other library there 
were books resting on book-
shelves that leaned against the 
walls of the room. One book 
visible on a shelf appeared to be 
a legal handbook or guide. The 
bright light of the classroom 
created a welcoming learning 
environment and rectangle and 
circular tables were spread a 
couple of feet from each other. 
    For the next three hours the 
students were tutors and the in-
mates were their students. This 
rare arrangement is the work 
of The Petey Greene Program: 
a non-profit organization that 
pairs college students with in-
mates and allows them to enter 
prison as tutors.   
Teanna Owens 
Feature Editor
       Photo courtesy of Mike Peters
     Last spring, Montclair State 
introduced the program to its 
students and in its first semes-
ter, 26 people volunteered one 
afternoon every week to help 
inmates at Northern State pre-
pare to take their General Edu-
cation Diploma (GED). 
     “It’s beautiful because they 
[stick around helping us] and 
they ain’t getting paid for it,” 
said Darrell Moody, 43, an in-
mate from Newark, New Jersey 
as he sat in the library. “They 
taking time out of their day to 
help us and they’re more fo-
cused on helping us get our 
education.” 
          Koedi Shakir, a student study-
ing education at Montclair State, 
said she joined the program to 
build experience to become a fu-
ture educator.  
      “I think something that the 
students don't realize is that they 
are helping and teaching me too,” 
said Shakir. “My student inspires 
me every single session.”
       The program, named after 
Ralph Waldo “Petey” Greene 
Jr., was founded in 2009 by 
Charlie Puttkammer. Greene 
was a former inmate that be-
came one of the most notable 
media personalities in Wash-
ington D.C. Inspired by his 
life, Puttkammer, founded the 
Petey Greene Program in his 
honor to strengthen correction-
al education services as well as 
provide students the opportu-
nity to pursue valuable work in 
the criminal justice system.
        Junior justice studies major, 
Kyarah Bautista was one of 26 
students who signed up for the 
program in its first semester at 
Montclair State. Although she 
had concerns such as, being a fe-
male and going into a male pris-
on, she overlooked her fears and 
set out to help make a difference 
in someone’s life.
         “[The inmates] are really in-
trigued at the fact that one, we’re 
college students and, two, that 
we actually go there volunteer-
ing to help them,” said Bautista. 
“So that just proves to me that re-
gardless of where you are people 
care about education and educa-
tion really is a key.”  
    Bautista, who has wanted 
to be an attorney since she 
was 10 years old, said she ini-
tially went to a forum about 
The Petey Greene Program in 
an effort to receive extra cred-
it points from her professor. 
Not expecting the forum to be 
much, she found it intriguing 
and, wanting to know more, at-
tended a second informational 
session where the guest speaker 
inspired her to volunteer. 
               “There was a guest speaker,” 
recalled Bautista. “He was in pris-
on before, [then had] gotten out 
of jail and went to Rutgers. So that 
was a story that I was like, ‘Whoa – 
it’s like a movie.’” 
     After tutoring at Northern 
State Prison for three consecu-
tive semesters, Bautista realized 
she wanted to work with juve-
niles to understand why they 
make bad decisions and if they 
can be rehabilitated before it’s 
too late. 
     During the spring 2017 se-
mester, Montclair State sent 
a total of 23 students into the 
prison, each tutoring one after-
noon a week.
     Super senior and econom-
ics major Ebony Coleman also 
signed on in the spring of 2016. 
She said the program allows 
students, herself included, to 
 Koedi Shakir, a Montclair State student, tutoring David Valdez in math.  
overcome their own prejudices 
about prisoners. 
     “There’s so many stereotypes 
of inmates that they’re these 
horrible people [and the Petey 
Greene Program] allows the 
outside world, [such as] stu-
dents, to actually interact with 
them and realize that they’re 
not animals, but people that 
made bad decisions,” Coleman 
explained.
      When asked if being younger 
than the inmates she tutors cre-
ates a barrier, Coleman insisted 
that not only are the inmates 
grateful for the students being 
there, but the inmates will of-
ten drop their own “life gems” 
they can teach the students. She 
recalled last semester, when 
she tutored an inmate nick-
named “RA” who suggested 
she read a book entitled, “Are 
Prisons Obsolete” by Angela 
Davis which is about the aboli-
tion of prisons. 
          “I bought the book and I’m 
currently reading it now,” said 
Coleman who was amazed to 
learn how much the prison sys-
tem changed but yet also man-
aged to stay the same. 
     Jessica Henry, a faculty re-
source to the program and 
professor in the legal studies 
department at Montclair State, 
was a public defender for 10 
years.
     “I represented people who 
were charged with crime and I 
know that many of the people 
who are incarcerated are re-
ally great people who made 
bad decisions,” said Henry.  “I 
thought the [Petey Greene] pro-
gram would be incredibly valu-
able to the students [because] 
it’s a very good program and 
I thought it’d be fun, exciting 
and important to have to come 
to Montclair State.”
     The Petey Greene Program 
is beneficial to students and in-
mates alike. While the program 
is fairly new at Montclair State, 
hopefully it will continue to 
grow. 
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           As the spring semester draws 
to a close, so do Marc Rosenweig’s 
days here as an associate profes-
sor of television and digital media 
at Montclair State University.
      While he’s only been a part 
of the Red Hawk community for 
ten years, he brought with him 
30 years of experience in profes-
sional journalism. From reporting 
in Miami, to producing in Detroit 
and New York, Rosenweig was 
able to launch a promising career, 
and he has a lot to show for it.  
   The six New York Emmy 
Awards that he won from his 
work at YES Network sit on top 
of a cabinet in his office. Hang-
ing on the wall is The George 
Polk Award from his time at 
“Inside Edition” and next to it 
is a photograph with the 2016 
DuMont Broadcast Award re-
cipient, Lester Holt.
       With one leg crossed over 
the other, Rosenweig calmly 
and humbly sat at his desk 
and recalled when the School 
of Communication and Media 
was established at Montclair 
State five years ago.
     “When I first got here, we 
were the department of broad-
casting working out of the Du-
Mont Television Center,” said 
Rosenweig. “[We had] a very 
solid program, but over the last 
five years we have had the op-
portunity to expand it further, 
to make it into television and 
digital media, and to make our 
students as versatile as pos-
sible.”
    Rosenweig, who grew up 
in New Rochelle, N.Y., was 
brought up during a time when 
newspapers, television and ra-
dio news programs were the 
predominant way for people to 
know what was happening in 
the world. 
       Although he considers the 
internet and the ease in which 
information is gathered one of 
the biggest changes in journal-
ism, he seemed rather disap-
pointed that more people don't 
take advantage of this. 
         “What I don’t understand 
today is students who are jour-
nalism majors who don’t know 
what’s going on every day,” said 
Rosenweig. “It’s a lot easier than 
when I started to keep track 
of what’s going on,” he added, 
pointing to news apps that alert 
people of key headlines.
        When asked about the 
changes he’s seen at Montclair 
State, Rosenweig talked about 
how there’s more of an effort to 
teach students the importance 
of versatility. He said there’s a 
need now more than ever for tal-
ented people who can not only 
report, shoot and edit, but those 
who can also accurately com-
municate important news of the 
day. 
      “It’s like what Lester Holt 
from NBC News said when 
he was here in December,” re-
called Rosenweig. “He said to 
students: ‘You want to be the 
Swiss army knife for the news 
room,' meaning, you want to 
be as versatile as you can and 
you’ll be in demand. 
       “And that’s the way we 
approach teaching our stu-
dents—getting them as much 
background in as many areas 
as possible, and also encourag-
ing them to take meaningful 
internships where they learn 
about the media industry in 
the real world.” 
        During his time here, Rosen-
weig wasn’t only a professor. 
Since 2008, he’s managed the Al-
len D. DuMont broadcaster of the 
year award, and he also served as 
the faculty advisor for The Mont-
clarion.
     Former news editor for The 
Montclarion and alumni Tanja 
Rehki is currently an on-air 
reporter for WLOS in North 
Carolina. Not only was Rosen-
weig her advisor at the news-
paper, but he also became her 
academic advisor when she 
decided to add broadcasting as 
her second major. 
     “[Rosenweig] helped me 
when I was in school, and once 
I graduated, he put me in touch 
with alumni,” said Rehki. “He 
would always reach out to me 
to see how the job search was 
going.”
      Rehki remembered Rosen-
weig as being a fantastic pro-
fessor and credits him for 
Teanna Owens                         
Feature Editor
A Legend Retires 
from Montclair State  
helping her land internships at 
“WABC” and “New York 1.” 
Even in her current position, Re-
hki appreciates the help received 
from her former professor along 
the way. 
      Kristen Bunk is also an alum-
ni and former student of Rosen-
weig’s. She graduated in 2015 
with a bachelor's in communica-
tion studies and said that the me-
dia management course, which 
she took with Rosenweig, was 
“probably [her] favorite class.” 
    “[Rosenweig] was real,” re-
called Bunk. “He treated all of 
his students as adults and he of-
fered so much to us without us 
even knowing it.” 
       Bunk, who is now an assistant 
for “The Daily Show with Trevor 
Noah” said that the biggest take-
away she got from taking media 
management was learning how 
to problem solve and strategize. 
After finding these skills useful 
in her current position, Bunk 
was eager to share with her 
former professor how much he 
has taught her, and reached out 
to Rosenweig via email a few 
weeks ago.
     “I wanted him to come see 
what I am doing and he was like, 
‘You need to come talk to my 
students,'” said Bunk. “He was 
putting his students first, instead 
of himself.”
     Bunk recalled having guest 
speakers from across the indus-
try visit the class and said that 
speaking to students who are 
now in the seats that she once 
sat in “was quite possibly the 
highlight of the past couple of 
months.”
      Not only did Rosenweig oc-
casionally invite former students 
back to guest lecture his classes, 
but he also brought friends in to 
speak as well.
     Mark Effron, a clinical spe-
cialist in the School of Commu-
nication and Media, said he’s 
known Rosenweig since the 70s 
when they were classmates in 
the Graduate School of Journal-
ism at Columbia University.
      “Marc brought me in [as a 
guest speaker] over the years to 
various classes that he taught, 
and I’ve watched his connection 
with his students,” said Effron. 
“Marc really understands on a 
critical core level that, while his 
experiences give him insight 
and wisdom, it’s really about 
the students, it’s really about 
the learning.” 
    Over the years the two 
have gone from classmates, 
to friends, to colleagues and 
recently, they’ve grown even 
closer when Effron joined 
Montclair State faculty full time 
one year ago. 
     “Marc really has been my men-
tor," said Effron. "Even though 
we’re about the same age and 
we’re colleagues and have had 
very similar careers, when it 
comes to teaching, I’m the stu-
dent and Marc is the teacher.”
       According to Effron, Rosen-
weig was instrumental in build-
ing the program in the School 
of Communication and Media 
and the school will be weaker 
without him. 
     In terms of what has  stayed 
the same in the field of journal-
ism, Rosenweig said that basic 
journalism hasn’t changed. 
     “Writing, reporting and inter-
viewing—we have more tools to 
do it but the basics are still the 
same,” said Rosenweig, adding 
that ethical standards also remain 
the same. 
      “The need for ethics and in-
tegrity, more so now than ever, 
but it’s always been an impor-
tant thing,” said Rosenweig. “To 
be able to be a reliable source of 
news as a reporter and produc-
er, to not have conflicts of inter-
est that affect what stories you 
do and how you deliver them 
and so on. These are constants 
since I started but they’re more 
critical than ever today because 
of getting so much false infor-
mation through the internet.”
        Although he will no longer 
be a full time professor, he said 
that he intends on remaining a 
friend of the school and plans 
to come back occasionally to 
possibly guest lecture and sup-
port some of the events. After 
retiring, Rosenweig also plans 
to do some writing for televi-
sion, visit his alma maters Ohio 
and Columbia Universities, 
and travel with his wife Lila, 
who is an adjunct professor in 
the School of Communication 
and Media at Montclair State. 
           They hope to visit their sons 
who live in the Boston area. Jere-
my is an aerospace engineer, and 
Aaron works in accounts payable. 
When asked why his sons didn’t 
go into journalism, Rosenweig 
shared a joke that he often says 
when faced with the same ques-
tion: “I guess they heard too many 
stories about the newsroom at 
the dinner table and decided to 
go in a different direction.” 
         Anthony Gabbianelli, a 
sophomore journalism student 
currently taking writing and 
reporting for TV/radio  with 
Rosenweig, said that the soon-
to-be former professor is enthu-
siastic about everyone doing 
better. He recalled the begin-
ning of the semester when he 
had trouble writing television 
style scripts. 
      “I was like, ‘This isn’t really 
for me,’ and [Rosenweig] kind 
of pulled me aside and was 
like, ‘Look, you’re not really 
doing well in your work, but 
you have potential to do bet-
ter,’” said Gabbianelli, adding 
that his writing in the class has 
improved ever since. 
     Needless to say, Rosenweig 
knows that he'll miss the stu-
dents the most. 
       “I think it’s definitely working 
with students, sharing informa-
tion with them and seeing them 
use it in the communication in-
dustry and become successful,” 
said Rosenweig. “But they’re 
the ones that do it. We provide 
the information to them and it’s 
up to each individual student to 
use it, and many of them have, 
and that gives me great satisfac-
tion as a professor."
Teanna Owens| The Montclarion Marc Rosenweig sitting in front of his desk in his office in Morehead Hall.  
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Smoking Away The Pain
Chris Sabo, 22, was diagnosed with Crohn's dis-
ease when he was 17-years-old. Crohn's is a chron-
ic inflammatory disease of the intestines. The se-
nior is in his second year at Montclair State and is 
set to graduate in May after leaving the University 
of Massachusetts due to complications with his 
disease. Sabo has been prescribed his fair share of 
medications to help combat the pain but none have 
helped quite like medical marijuana. Sabo said that 
he has been able to wean himself off of a few dif-
ferent prescriptions, including injections, that bear 
heavy side effects, since he began smoking.
Photos by Emma Cimo
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THE CARPE DIEM AWARDS
The Carpe Diem Awards were open to graduating seniors who “seized the day” during their time
at Montclair State University. Nominations were accepted for students who took
full advantage of the Montclair State University experience.
Recipients of the Carpe Diem Award:
Kraemer Clayton
Christopher Clement
Alfredo Ramirez
Patricia Walsh
THE OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF STUDENT AWARDS
The Office of the Dean of Students recognizes students for academic excellence, leadership and involvement.
One student per class year is recognized and awarded based on their self-nomination and selection by the committee.
Recipients of the Office of the Dean of Students Awards:
First Year - Evelyne Cervendieu 
Sophomore - Elizabeth Galliford 
Junior - James Clark 
Senior - Kraemer Clayton
Graduate - Jaimee Laurie
THE DISTINGUISHED STUDENT LEADER AWARDS
The Distinguished Student Leader Awards were open to any current Montclair State University student.  
The purpose is to highlight and acknowledge those students who make meaningful contributions  
and have a strong impact at the University.
Recipients of the Outstanding Leadership Award:
Matthew Rivas
James Clark
Recipients of the Diversity and Equality Award: 
Justin Mathai
Dominique Laing
Recipients of the Outstanding Community Service Award:
Marie Vizzotti
Jamie Bacher
Recipient of the Outstanding Mentor Award:
Alexandra Buchanan
Recipient of the Social Justice Activist Award: 
Patricia Walsh
THE PROFESSING EXCELLENCE AWARDS
The Professing Excellence Awards were open to any Montclair State University professor, both adjunct and full time. 
The purpose of the Professing Excellence Awards is to highlight and acknowledge those educators who make  
meaningful contributions to our students’ lives both inside and outside the classroom.
Recipients of the Meaningful Impact Award:
Jason Winson - Feliciano School of Business
Neil Baldwin - Theatre and Dance
Recipients of the Outstanding Dedication to Student Education:
Lindy Ryan - Information Management Business Analytics
Jeffrey Gonzalez - English Department
Recipients of the Excellence Through Mentoring:
Jennifer Costa - Family and Child Studies
Alison Miller - Art and Design
Sponsored by The Center for Leadership Development | Student Center Room 104M
University Distinguished 
Leadership Awards
montclair.edu
   themontclarion.org
Jeffrey Gonzalez, a Montclair State professor, in his office at Dickson Hall.
       Dr. Jeffrey Gonzalez has been 
at Montclair State for just over a 
semester, but has already estab-
lished a reputation as an Ameri-
can Literature virtuoso and an 
exceptional professor.
     At 37, he looks the part. He 
wears tan oxfords, pairs a sweater 
over his button-up, and fidgets 
with his glasses. His watch, which 
doesn’t fit him properly, rests on 
the lecture podium during class 
instead of his wrist. He’s hand-
some. His language is thoughtful 
and deliberate. 
    His fervor for whatever he 
teaches feels unrivaled—there is 
a quality in his passion that sug-
gests it lives outside the class-
room.
      Rewind ten years and Gon-
zalez was in his twenties, teach-
ing high school, spending the 
afternoons at a Barnes and 
Noble with a fellow high school 
teacher who he was dating.
         “I was talking about this book 
I’d read, this movie I’d seen, and an 
interesting connection between 
the two of them, and she said to 
me, ‘You need to find someone 
who wants to talk to you about 
books all the time.’ Because she 
didn’t want to,” he said.
      It hadn’t occurred to Gon-
zalez that his colleagues and his 
students didn’t have the same 
vehemence he had. He was 
teaching his students “Huck 
Finn,” which he had become 
obsessed with. They didn’t get 
it. He went home, got a sack 
of White Castle burgers, drank 
two beers and wrote his class a 
thirteen-page letter.
    “That, I think, told me that I 
needed to be someplace where I 
could talk about these things,” 
he said.
   Gonzalez got his Ph.D. in 
English from Penn State, spe-
cializing in contemporary and 
twentieth-century American 
literature. And he was absorbed 
by it.
    “My whole life was get up, read, 
go to class, read, write, teach, 
read, write, go to bed, go to the 
gym,” he said. “But that was so sat-
isfying to me. I felt like I was get-
ting smarter every day and I felt 
like I was learning every day and 
I didn’t feel the absence of some 
other thing people call a ‘real life.’ 
It was as edifying as any sort of 
stretch of my life has ever been.”
      He taught at Oberlin College 
in Ohio in 2011 and then Bor-
ough of Manhattan Community 
College for a few years. He was 
hired as an assistant professor 
at Montclair State University af-
ter he and his wife moved from 
Jersey City to South Orange, 
so that they would have better 
services for their 3-year-old son 
with special needs.
     “I had no hope I was going to 
get this job. None whatsoever,” 
Gonzalez said. This came as a 
surprise to his current students.
    “He was especially aware of 
how he was doing, asking for 
our feedback, always looking 
to improve,” Joseph Glinbizzi, 
one of Gonzalez’s first students, 
said. “I think that quality is rep-
resentative of his spirit as an 
educator.”
    Another of his students, Fe 
Reyes, described him as having 
a “gracefulness.” A senior English 
major, she took one of Gonzalez’s 
first courses at Montclair State—
a seminar in American Literature. 
“He’s very student-based. He’s 
always willing to learn,” she said. 
“And I’ve always appreciated a 
professor who, in addition to car-
ing about their research, cares 
about the success of the student. 
That comes with being humble.”
     And humble might be an un-
derstatement. On the website 
Rate My Professors, Gonzalez 
has an overall quality rating of 
4.8 from Borough of Manhattan 
Community College, 5.0 from 
Penn State, and 5.0 from Mont-
clair State. All three schools 
have also awarded him a chili 
pepper, which indicates a pro-
fessor’s attractiveness.
    “I’ve never really thought of 
myself as a particularly good-
looking person,” Gonzalez said. 
His students disagree.
       “I think he is adorable. I think 
he is attractive,” Reyes said. But 
she knows that doesn’t factor 
into her success; it doesn’t con-
tribute to her academic experi-
ence. She respects his expertise 
in the field and his effectiveness 
in the classroom far more.
     Firorella Medina, a student in 
Gonzalez’s American Literature 
class, said, “Once he walked 
in [the classroom], I couldn’t 
help but realize he was appeal-
ing to the eye.” But she added, 
“Once he started to talk about 
how passionate he was toward 
English, I was hooked and just 
wanted to be in that class for-
ever.”
     “If I’m being fully honest, it is 
a compliment,” Gonzalez said. 
But he doesn’t want his appear-
ance to be the reason students 
enroll in his class. He doesn’t 
want students, or anyone ob-
serving his classes, to mistake 
charisma for quality of instruc-
tion.
    “We’re not talking about any-
thing sexy,” he laughed, even 
though Jhumpa Lahiri’s “Sexy” 
appears on his syllabus.
    “I do have this fantasy, I still 
maintain this fantasy, that my 
class is going to be the one that 
really matters to you in the 
course of the semester,” he said, 
addressing his students. But he 
is realistic about that not always 
being the case. "You might walk 
out of here with two or three 
things—or even two or three 
feelings—that I hope really 
matter to you further on."
Cassandra Sardo                                    
Copy Editor
Teanna Owens  | The Montclarion 
A 'Passionate' English 
Professor: Dr. Jeffrey Gonzalez
"[Dr. Jeffrey Gonzalez] was especially aware of how he 
was doing, asking for our feedback, always looking to im-
prove. I think that quality is representative of his spirit as 
an educator."
- Joseph Glinbizzi,
one of Gonzalez’s first students at Montclair State
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Yousef Al-Khudairi, newly-elected Student Government Association (SGA) president for his senior year 2017-18.
      Opportunity and success is 
ahead for local Paterson native, 
Yousef Al-Khudairi who trans-
ferred to Montclair State Universi-
ty as an Educational Opportunity 
Fund student in the fall of 2015. 
He became the elected Student 
Government Association (SGA) 
president  during his senior year 
in the fall of 2017.
As president, Al-Khudairi 
wants everyone to feel like they 
belong. 
      “I want to stage events that’ll 
make you step out of your 
comfort zone for a minute and 
you’ll realize we are like a big 
warm family and that we all are 
brother and sisters on this cam-
pus,” Al-Khudairi said.
His childhood friend Ab-
delkader Tarakji, a biology major 
going into his senior year in the 
fall of 2017, has gone to school 
with Al-Khudairi since elementary 
school.    
“I’ve always known Yousef 
as the fun, outgoing guy who isn’t 
afraid to make new friends, seek 
their opinions and be himself,” 
said Tarakji.
“Yousef isn’t the type to 
hide out backstage, he's the one 
to show everyone what he’s doing 
so the MSU students know he will 
be doing what they want.”
        Al-Khudairi is the kind of 
friend who helps people conquer 
their fears and live outside their 
comfort zones. As SGA president, 
he wants to be that friend to all 
Montclair State students.
              “I understand that 
Montclair is a commuter school 
and most of us would prefer to 
go to school and then go home 
and that’s it, end of story. I’m 
obviously not gonna force any-
one to join and get involved if 
they don’t want to,” said Al-
Khudairi. 
            “What I want is to host events 
in which commuters can walk by 
and participate in a little bit and 
feel like they’ve become more in-
volved because my biggest thing 
is [that] I want to make this a sec-
ond home for students. I’ve made 
it my second home and you know 
I’m here from eight in the morn-
ing and I leave sometimes at mid-
night so Montclair is my second 
home it’s almost my own home.” 
From the moment he set 
foot as a transfer student at Mont-
clair State, Al-Khudairi immedi-
ately got involved in things he 
was interested in. 
“I got involved with orgs 
the second I got in [to Monclair 
State]. I was a big member of 
Japan Club because I loved an-
ime and video games and I met 
like-minded people there,” said 
Al-Khudairi.
As he became involved on 
campus as an E-board for the 
Japan Club,  a legislator and cur-
rently the class I director of orga-
nizations of the SGA, he wanted 
to be as empathetic as his person-
ality allowed him to be. 
“The more I got involved, 
the more I wanted to be that 
voice for students. [I wanted to] 
be the advocate and try to stand 
up for my fellow people as much 
as I could." said Al-Khudairi." I saw 
no other way of doing it than to 
toss my head into it and see if I 
could run for president, and I did 
woohoo.” 
His friend Matthew Mc-
Gowan, a junior majoring in 
business administration with a 
concentration in management 
of Information Technology, met 
Al-Khudairi at the Montclair 
University Gamers Club and 
Japan Club. They got to know 
each other working at the IT 
Service Desk on campus. He 
believes that Al-Khudairi is fit 
for this job. 
      “I think next semester we 
should see an improvement in 
how organizations are taken care 
of, and a lot more transparency in 
how things are being handled by 
the Association,” said McGowan. 
“If you had met Yousef while he 
was campaigning you would have 
seen that while he can take his 
time to poke fun, he also has the 
drive to want to make the SGA 
better as a whole.”
        Al-Khudairi’s job will entitle 
him to be the voice for students 
and try to help what McGowan 
would like for the students at 
Montclair State. 
“I’ll be the bridge between 
the student body and faculty, kind 
of like the Avatar [The Last Air-
bender] between the real world 
and spirit world, but advocating 
for the students is like the number 
one job,” said Al-Khudairi.
            Al-Khudairi will ensure that 
the money the SGA receives from 
every student, which is $48.90 a 
semester, will be used responsibly 
to better Montclair State. When 
running for president, his plat-
form stated how he wanted to 
give back to the Montclair State 
community.
“Besides my volup-
tuous hips, I just hope that 
when people think of my name, 
they think of my administration 
because it’s not just me it’s my 
whole team,” said Al-Khudairi.
After his tenure is over, 
he hopes the students appreci-
ate the work done by him and 
his administration. 
 “I just hope that they 
think of us and they smile be-
cause we did try to do our best for 
everyone here," Al-Khudairi said.
Fiorella Medina
Copy Editor
‘There’s No Place Like Home’ for SGA 
President-Elected Yousef Al-Khudairi 
Fiorella Medina  | The Montclarion 
 "If you had met Yousef 
while he was cam-
paigning you would 
have seen that while 
he can take his time to 
poke fun, he also has 
the drive to want to 
make the SGA better 
as a whole." 
-  Matthew 
McGowan, a business 
major at Montclair 
State 
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Help Wanted Help Wanted
CHILDCARE / DRIVER NEEDED FOR UPPER MONT-
CLAIR FAMILY
Seeking a responsible, reliable person to pick up two (busy!) 
middle school children from school in Montclair, and drive 
them to their various sports and lessons, walk our friendly 
Labrador, and help with errands.  Must have reliable car, good 
driving record, and strong references.  Nonsmoking home.  
Can be for 1, 2 or 3 afternoons a week, 2:30pm to approx. 7pm. 
Email: Judigermano@gmail.com
$15-20 / HR, BEFORE or AFTER SCHOOL, DRIVING  SIT-
TER, LIVINGSTON
Seeking responsible care for two children (age 3 & 6). Monday 
to Friday, 7:00 am-9:00 am to assist with breakfast, light clean-
up & getting the kids to school.  On some workday afternoons, 
we may need someone from 3:30 – 5:30 pm to pick-up from 
school, light snacks, homework assist, driving to local sports & 
supervision of play.  Must have own car with a clean driving 
record.  Experience preferred & a reference(s) required.  
Email: yihongzhu@live.com or text: (973) 520-6980.
EARN $$$; START BUILDING YOUR SUCCESSFUL 
CAREER NOW!
Make $$$. Use your social media & marketing skills to 
attract people to career success courses & coaching. Earn a 
commission & experience. Send Resume and Cover Letter to: 
coachnancy@getyourselfstarted.com. Courses include How 
to Gain Valuable Experience from Internships, Transitioning 
from Graduate to Professional, Getting Ahead of the Competi-
tion, and Staying Sane While Being an Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
for a Parent or Grandparent. 
See www.GetYourselfStarted.com. Makes a great graduation 
gift from the parents!
                                  
$15-20 / HR, AFTER SCHOOL BABY SITTER FOR 12 & 10 
YR OLD, MONTCLAIR
Montclair family is seeking a reliable after-school nanny / 
sitter – 3:00-8:00 PM (some flexibility).  Job includes picking 
up kids from school and/or driving to activities or play dates, 
meal planning and preparation for kids, keeping kitchen 
clean, helping kids with homework & doing their chores,light 
kid laundry. May include occasional errands related to kids, 
scheduling play dates, etc. Need own car with clean driving 
record. Looking for someone who is well organized, respon-
sible and fun. 
Start: ASAP Email: Bigb@siteny.com
MAKE EXTRA MONEY, MONTCLAIR  
Looking to Make EXTRA $$$ No Base, great commissions. 
Connect us with new potential companies wanting Tech 
Service & Solutions. Interested? 
Send Resume & Cover Letter to: 
Earnextracash@jmor.com.
LOOKING FOR INTERNS, PAID & UNPAID, MONT-
CLAIR      
Looking for paid & unpaid Interns to do Social Media Market-
ing! And office mailings.  If interested send Cover Letter and 
Resume to Internships@Jmor.com.
DATE NIGHT/AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER NEEDED, UP-
PER MONTCLAIR
Seeking an occasional sitter for my 11-year-old son, especially 
Saturday evenings (usually 6-8:30) and some weekdays 
(flexible) after school (starting around 2:30). I’d love to find 
someone upbeat & fun who has experience in education / 
working with kids with special needs. Also, my son adores 
video games & creating computer animation, so an interest in 
those things is a plus! Must be comfortable with cats & dogs 
and strong enough to walk our sweet (and strong) French 
bulldog. 
Please contact me at vanessavozar@gmail.com.
$120.00 / WK, AFTER-SCHOOL DRIVER NEEDED, 
MONTCLAIR
After-school driver needed for our 2 children, ages 13 & 15. 
$120 / week – All driving is local – to and from activities, 
some of which change weekly. Must have own car and clean 
driving record, be super responsible and flexible. Driving 
needed for entire school year. If interested, please email: 
abramsliza@gmail.com
AFTER-SCHOOL BABYSITTER NEEDED, MONTCLAIR
After school sitter needed starting mid-Sept for our 10 year-
old daughter. Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri, 3-6 pm. Responsibilities 
include: School pick up, light help with homework, prepare 
dinner, and drive (incl. carpool) to gymnastics practice in 
Woodland Park. Sitter must have own car and clean driving 
record. If interested, please email: Edinajung@gmail.com.
AFTERNOON SITTER, GLEN RIDGE
We are seeking an afternoon sitter 3 days/week, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday from 3:00 – 6:00 pm. We have three 
children, 11, 8, 4 and a
dog. Sitter must be able to drive & have a clean driving record. 
Afternoons will consist of homework help, driving to activi-
ties, occasional playdates and tidying up. If you are interested, 
please email: Lonergana@gtlaw.com.
$200 / WEEK AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER, MONTCLAIR
Seeking an After-School Sitter Beginning 9/12, Mon, Wed, 
Thurs, 3-6 pm w / flexibility. Responsibilities include: Receiv-
ing 10 year-old from school van that drops at our home, 
Overseeing homework, Occasional driving to after school 
activities for 10 year-old & siblings, 17 & 14. Walking distance 
to MSU. Good opportunity for education students interested 
in working with children with learning disabilities. 
Email: Pamelagoldsteen@gmail.com.
$200.00 / WK – AFTER SCHOOL BABYSITTER NEEDED, 
MONTCLAIR
Need an after school sitter starting Sept. 13 for our three 
children ages 3-1/2 – 5.   Tues – Thurs, 3-6 pm.   You will 
drive our minivan to pick them up from school.  Looking for 
someone very reliable.  
Please email: kgrayrock@gmail.com. $200 per week.
Classifieds
Help Wanted Help Wanted/ For Rent
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LOCAL WRITER SEEKS WEBSITE DESIGN HELP, WOOD-
LAND PARK
Looking for a student with website design experience to help me 
update my WordPress author site. Fees negotiable. After an initial 
meeting most of this work can be done via email exchanges. I’m 
located in Woodland Park, just 5 minutes from campus, but am 
willing to meet wherever is convenient. If interested, please email 
me at 
sharonmccloskey1@gmail.com and include references, sample 
work and resume.
P/T SITTER/HOMEWORK HELP FOR TEENS, AFTER 
SCHOOL, MONTCLAIR                        
Looking for a smart, reliable, fun after-school sitter for our two 
teens (13 & 15). We need someone Mon– Fri from around 3-5:30 
(hours can be a bit flexible) to drive them to & from various 
after-school activities / appointments. You will also need to help 
motivate the 8th grader with attention issues to do his homework. 
Exp. w /algebra, and other middle school subjects a big plus. We 
are 5 minutes from MSU & have a third floor living area we would 
exchange for childcare. We will also pay hourly or some combina-
tion, if that’s your preference. References and experience required. 
Will exchange for room/third floor of house, or hourly pay! Close 
to MSU.  
Please email me at KerriHK@yahoo.com.
SEEKING EXPERIENCED BARISTA & COUNTER-PERSON, 
MONTCLAIR
2 openings for new local Montclair coffee shop. Please send an 
Email with interest & qualifications to: Localcoffeemontclair@
gmail.com, and/or call Robert: 
(917) 406-0464.
TEACHING FELLOWSHIP AVAILABLE, WOODROW WIL-
SON NATIONAL FELLOWSHIP FOUNDATION
If you love science or math, help kids learn to love it too. 
Apply here: Woodrow.org/STEM
ART STUDENTS! WHO’D LIKE TO DO A PAID INTERNSHIP 
WITH A RENOWNED ARTIST?,   MONTCLAIR 
 Looking for a student of the Fine Arts to assist in the home studio 
& warehouse of an artist, author, playwright, filmmaker relocating 
from NYC to Montclair.  Schedule is flexible, but looking for avail-
ability approx. 15 hours / week.  Salary is negotiable. Duties would 
include photographing & cataloguing paintings, computer work , 
transcribing scripts, assisting in studio, and in production of digital 
interview show.   Must be tech savvy (Mac),  personable, efficient 
and have a passion for the arts!  Start date August 1st.  
Please forward resume and cover to info@modat.tv and please use 
“JRP JOB” in subject line.
$15 / HR,  P/T BABYSITTER, GLEN RIDGE
We’re looking for a part-time babysitter for our 20-month-old son. 
Ideal hours are 3 to 6 pm, Mon-Thurs.  Start ASAP. Looking for a 
fun & energetic person to play with my son while I run errands, 
etc.  Must be able to provide own transportation. Education Major 
a big plus. If interested, please email Ashley: 
Ashley.A.Owen@gmail.com.
SEEKING EDUCATION STUDENT, P/T SITTER, MONT-
CLAIR
Want to pick a seasoned teacher’s brain while caring for her 
children in her home? Energetic, sensible, and pretty fun sitter 
needed for part time work.  No driving required, but must provide 
own transportation to & from the house. We are within walking 
distance of the Train. Guaranteed 10 hours a week but may be 
more as agreed upon. 
Email: Laurenq.Griffin@gmail.com.
$15/HR, AFTER PRESCHOOL & EARLY EVENING CHILD 
CARE, BLOOMFIELD
Monday to Friday; 2.30 to 5.30 pm, Start Date: Immediate. Looking 
for energetic, flexible and upbeat person to take care of our three-
year old daughter and help out with light housekeeping. Days and 
time can be flexible for the right person. Some late evenings – end-
ing at 8.30pm – would be necessary after January. Two important 
requirements: 1. Must have clean driving record and own transport 
to pick up child from preschool in Montclair; and 2. Must enjoy be-
ing with a child, and know how to be super engaging, loving and 
alert with a three-year old. If interested please email Lauhona: 
Lauhonaganguly@gmail.com.
$20 / HR TUTOR NEEDED, NORTH BERGEN
Looking for a tutor, for my 13 year old daughter in 8th grade. Won-
derful personality very easy going. Proficiency in math and science 
preferred. Start ASAP. Hours are flexible, and travel to North 
Bergen on River Road may be necessary, however all is workable, 
including days of week or weekends. Twice a week or three times 
a week, whatever works best. At least 2 hours to 3 each session. 
Email: Flopezca@yahoo.com.
PART TIME RECEPTIONIST/TECHNICIAN NEEDED, 
CLIFTON
NJ Eyes in Clifton is looking for a friendly, outgoing, quick learner 
to work part time in our Optometrist Office.  Evenings & Saturday 
hours a must.  Optical sales and help will be needed also.  $10 an 
hour. Email resume to: Info@newjerseyeyes.com or call: 
(973) 777-9296.
P/T CHILDCARE, VERONA
We are a warm and friendly family living in Verona and seeking 
childcare for our sweet 1 year old boy. We occasionally need help 
with our 5 & 7 year old children as well. Hours are flexible but we 
need a consistent, regular schedule with 3-4 hour blocks starting 
in January. Need occasional help in December too. You must be 
comfortable engaging children and you must be reliable and on 
time. Please email me your availability and a little about yourself 
if interested.  
Email: Marshahabib@gmail.com.
$15-20 / HR, MOTHER’S HELPER / OCCASIONAL BABYSIT-
TER, UPPER MONTCLAIR
Seeking energetic & reliable person with a flexible schedule to help 
care for our 8 month old daughter. The position would begin im-
mediately and would entail watching her in our home while I am 
there.  We would need someone 2-3 days a week for approx. 3-5 
hours a day. There will also be occasional overnight help needed.  
Start: ASAP! Experience with infants and references required. 
Education Major a plus! 
Email resume to: Greta.veledevilla@gmail.com.
AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER, GLEN RIDGE
We’re looking for an after-school sitter Monday–Friday 
3 – 6:30pm / Can be 4 days a week for the right candidate. Re-
sponsibilities include, picking up kids from school, helping with 
homework and driving them to their after-school activities. Must 
be “dog friendly”. Two kids, 8 & 6 years old.  
Email: ceng01@gmail.com
$15 / HR, AFTER-SCHOOL & EARLY EVENING CHILD 
CARE, MONTCLAIR
Monday- Thursday, 2 – 6:30 pm, Start date – ASAP…
Looking for energetic, flexible and upbeat person to manage my 
house in the afternoons.  Three great kids (middle school & high 
school) who need meals & driving to practices & other activities. 
Household duties include laundry and light housekeeping.  
Located in convenient part of Montclair.  Promise – you will love 
the kids! If interested, please call or text Nancy at 
(973) 757-5554.
$15 / HR, BABYSITTER, MONTCLAIR 
Looking for a reliable, responsible & energetic sitter for our 21 
month-old son. Two afternoons per week (days flexible) while we 
are home, and potential for other occasional days & nights. Ex-
perience with infants & toddlers a must. Immediate start. Please 
email your information to: Lauren1039@mac.com.
AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER, LIVINGSTON
We’re looking for an after-school sitter for our 2 kids (8 &11) 
Monday–Friday 2:30 – 6 pm starting in January.  Responsibilities 
include: Picking up kids from school, Helping with homework & 
driving them to their after-school activities. Sitter must have own 
car and clean driving record.  To apply or for more information, 
Email: jnightnyc@yahoo.com.
WAITER / WAITRESS POSITION, VERONA
Zaferon Grill, a new American Bistro located in Verona, NJ is 
seeking qualified Waiters or Waitresses to join our small profes-
sional team, working with up-market clientele in a friendly 
environment.  This can be a full-time or a part-time position 
Monday-Sunday.  If you have 2 years of experience, great work 
ethics, excellent communication skills, positive attitude and pro-
fessional approach, we would love to receive your resume at: 
snelson@zaferon.com.
$15-$20 / HR, P/T BABYSITTER NEEDED FOR NORTH 
CALDWELL FAMILY, ASAP! 
Perfect job for earning extra cash before your classes even start for 
the day! Looking for a responsible, energetic & reliable babysitter 
for our two great boys, ages 7 & 4.   Hours are 7:30 am – 9 am on 
Tuesday & Thursday mornings.  Responsibilities include: Help-
ing the children get dressed, brush teeth, preparing breakfast & 
driving them to school (North Caldwell & Caldwell).  Must have 
experience with children.  Please call or text Allison if interested: 
(917) 902-4124.
$15-$20 / HR RUSSIAN SPEAKING NANNY, MONTCLAIR 
(FLEXIBLE TERMS)
We are looking for a Russian speaking nanny who can look 
after our two children in Montclair. Start date could be some 
time in January. We are somewhat flexible about times / days 
/ etc. and could consider full day or part day (afternoons) 4 or 
5 days a week, and possibly even live-in (might suit a student). 
Children are 7 & 1. Responsibilities would include collecting 7 
y.o. from school, collecting 1 y.o. from childcare (if part-day), 
looking after children at home – preparing their meals, feeding 
them, playing with them, speaking Russian to them. Some light 
housework, e.g. children’s laundry, helping them clean their 
rooms, put toys away, etc. Optionally driving them to various 
things, e.g. ballet class. Would also consider a housekeeper / 
nanny combination to do the above plus some housework – 
cleaning / cooking / shopping / etc. Must have experience, 
references. Happy to consider student / young adult through 
to older applicants.  Email: mark.x.nelson@gmail.com or call 
(469) 907-9250.
$15+ / HR, AFTER-SCHOOL BABYSITTING, SHORT 
HILLS
Tuesday – Thursday, 2:30-5:30 pm and Friday 9:00am – 2:00pm, 
Start date – ASAP. Looking for energetic, flexible & upbeat 
person to help take care of our two adorable boys (ages 5 & 7).  
We will need someone who will play with the kids, help with 
homework as well as drive to & from school and to some after 
school activities (all locally). You will need your own car & 
have a cleaning driving record. Located in convenient part of 
Short Hills.  Promise – you will not be sorry, they are the best! If 
interested, please call Quinn: 
(917) 414-2230.
BABYSITTER, VARIOUS HOURS, SHORT HILLS
We are looking for a responsible, friendly, fun, energetic baby-
sitter for our 6-year-old son.  Responsibilities include pick-ups/
drop-offs from school & activities, play dates, meal preparation, 
homework help. Candidates must have their own car & insur-
ance with a clean driving record.  Please be a fan of outdoor 
activities and games. Arts and crafts lovers are strongly encour-
aged to apply! Hours needed range from 3 p.m. to 6 or 7 p.m. 
during the week. 
Email Debbie: dmccarthy@KoboProductsInc.com.
LEARN ARABIC (STANDARD & COLLOQUIAL) $19 / HR , 
FIRST HOUR FREE!
I want to help people learn a new language to find out the beauty 
of different cultures around the world. Born in Egypt, I have a BA 
in Economics,& a Graduate study in Economic Dev. from Alexan-
dria University, Egypt. I have been working in Sales & Marketing 
for Minolta & ABdick Co. in Egypt, Saudi Arabia & Dubai, and 
I worked with Kodak in the US for 17 years. Recently I got The 
(CCTAFL ) Certificate from AUC . Call / Text (862) 777-0832 or 
Email: Sabryrsoliman@gmail.com.
$15 / HR, SPRING / SUMMER BABYSITTER NEEDED, GLEN 
RIDGE
Seeking a reliable & responsible sitter for 2 children.  Our current 
MSU sitter is going home for the summer so we are looking for 
a new sitter to start week of May 15th. Spring hours M-F from 
2:30 – 6:30 pm. Summer hours 20-30 hours a week depending on 
summer camp schedule. Must have clean driving record and dog 
friendly. Duties include: After-school pick-up, homework help, 
and driving to / from activities.  Contact: Ceng01@gmail.com.
$15 / HR, BABYSITTER NEEDED, SPRING / SUMMER, 
CLIFTON
Reliable & responsible sitter needed for 3 children and a small 
dog; M-W-F from 3 -7:30pm.  Must have own car. Duties in-
clude: After-school pick-up, homework help, prepping simple 
meals, and driving to / from activities.  
Contact: Blayneybreakers@gmail.com.
WORKOUT WHILE GETTING PAID!, CALDWELL
This job is a full day position, working from 8 am to approx. 5 
pm. Superior Cleaning, LLC is looking for engaged, motivated 
students. We are a small business with openings for house 
cleaners & team managers. It’s a therapeutic way to work out 
and we are constantly engaging and training employees. It’s a 
great way to earn extra cash on your free days. We don’t work 
nights or weekends and we will work around your school 
schedule. 
Call: (973) 575-3309 for application info!
$15/HOUR AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER, MONTCLAIR
We are looking for a sitter for our two children (ages 7 & 10) 
for after-school hours (3:30 – 5:30 pm) Mon, Wed, Thurs & 
Friday. Responsibilities include school pick-up in Montclair, 
transportation to after-school activities, and overseeing 
homework. We are looking for someone who has own car, 
clean driving record and is fun, reliable, and trustworthy. If 
interested, please e-mail: emily_zelner@yahoo.com.
ROOM RENTALS & PARKING
SEEKING FEMALE GRAD STUDENT, MONTCLAIR
Seeking Female Graduate student to share house, 1 mile from 
University.  Private Loft Bedroom, Lots of space, backyard, 
off street parking.  Avail.3/1/17. Small dog, cat O.K. $700 + 
utilities. Contact Donna: (973) 714-5501 or dbrenner7295@
gmail.com.
SAVE $$$ – ROOM RENTALS ACROSS FROM MSU
Female students: Summer and / or Fall Room Rentals  2016 
school year. Furnished – across from campus.  Internet  
included. Singles or shared.  Available June & Sept. Call: (973) 
778-1504.
OFF-STREET PARKING
Reasonable Off-Street Parking, M-F. Only 3 mins. walk to 
MSU Bridge & Shuttle! Call (973) 819-0334, Sun-Sat, 5am-8pm 
ONLY. 
ROOM FOR RENT, MONTCLAIR
Wonderful attic room for rent on the 3rd level of a beautiful 
house in Montclair. Close to downtown & 3 train stations. 
Great for Students! We are a 4 person family and have parking 
& laundry included! Rent is $920 with utilities and internet. 
Some furniture available if desired. Please contact me at: 
Moonbearxo@gmail.com.
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 ontclair State Univer-
sity students have spoken and 
they simply do not care about 
the Student Government Asso-
ciation’s (SGA) yearly election, 
which took place on April 3-5.
    While SGA elections often 
have low voter turnout, this 
year, only 1,203 undergradu-
ate students voted, amounting 
to about seven percent of the 
undergraduate population at 
Montclair State. This is a de-
crease from the 1,274 under-
graduate students who voted 
in the SGA election last year.  
     With such a small number 
of individuals participating in 
the elections in the first place, 
a decline in 71 votes is a cause 
for concern. Clearly, students 
are becoming increasingly less 
involved in matters of the SGA. 
Yet, year after year, the SGA 
does not give students a reason 
to be engaged and involved in 
these decisions.
     The SGA oversees and pro-
vides funding for nearly all 
student organizations on cam-
pus with the hopes of enrich-
ing student life at Montclair 
State University. However, the 
SGA cannot function efficiently 
if they do not fully understand 
the needs and desires of the un-
dergraduate population. The 
first step to getting students 
involved in the dealings of the 
SGA is getting them to vote in 
the yearly elections.
     The SGA election makes it 
easy to vote, by allowing un-
dergraduates to vote online, 
and by leaving the poll open 
for several days to allow even 
the busiest student the oppor-
tunity to vote. Regardless of 
how easy and simple the vot-
ing process is, many students 
commonly cite not knowing 
about the election as the reason 
they did not vote or did not in-
tend to vote.
        The statutes of the Mont-
clair State SGA state: “All leg-
islators must work at least two 
hours publicizing the election 
SGA Election Fails to Reel in Students
in ways to be determined by 
the elections committee.”
       With a maximum of 65 leg-
islators in the SGA, if each com-
pletes two hour of promoting 
the elections, it would amount 
to 130 hours of promotion on 
behalf of the SGA. While this is 
a good attempt at reaching out 
to the student body, it is not the 
most effective as it is not yield-
ing a higher voter turnout.
      The SGA needs to reach out 
to students and students need 
to reciprocate. Students want 
to understand where their 
money is going. Students want 
to know who is representing 
them and they want to have a 
say in the funding of the stu-
dent organizations they are 
part of.
        In order to foster a mu-
tually beneficial relationship, 
the student body and the SGA 
need to join forces. The SGA 
and undergraduate student 
population they represent need 
to meet in the middle to further 
understanding and create an 
open dialogue on issues that 
matter.
       Hopefully, doing so will 
lead to a better voter turnout in 
future SGA elections.
M
Dan Falkenheim | The Montclarion
Dan Evans| The Montclarion
Montclair State’s Blank Canvas
anvas is one of the most 
important tools at Montclair 
State University. It’s there to 
make academic interactions be-
tween students and professors 
easier. It was intended to be 
used as a multifunctional tool 
in which students can contact 
other students and professors 
with ease, submit assignments 
at their convenience and find 
necessary information about 
assignments and their classes 
with a couple clicks. While Can-
vas has proven itself to be a con-
venient tool — many professors 
have chosen to not utilize it.
   The most inconvenient part is 
that there are professors who do 
not post grades on Canvas. In-
stead of posting grades for each 
assignment, students just get 
their midterm and final grades.
    Maybe the professor requires 
conferences with each student. 
These methods work fine for 
some professors and classes, 
especially classes where the 
professor only has four or five 
assignments the entire semes-
ter. However, for classes with 
weekly, or daily, assignments, 
most students want to know 
their grades as they go along. 
Keeping track of progress is 
easier that way.
   Not only that, but the peace 
of mind that comes with know-
ing exactly where you stand in a 
class is something important to 
a student’s academic progres-
sion. It’s a visible manifestation 
of hard work, or it can be an in-
dicator that something is wrong.
C
   When a professor decides that 
he or she does not want to in-
put grades in Canvas, this de-
cision makes it harder for stu-
dents to gauge their progress. 
Of course, students could guess 
their grades based on what they 
think their performance has 
been, but it would simply be 
easier to know for sure. Mont-
clair State utilizes Canvas so 
that students do not have to 
guess their grades.
   Having grades readily avail-
able helps prevent grading mis-
takes. If a professor has made a 
mistake, a student can quickly 
alert them, which prevents pro-
longed grade discrepancies. 
Mistakes would be caught im-
mediately and handled then 
and there, rather than after the 
semester is over.
   These problems are not new 
territory for students who re-
member previously using 
Blackboard for grades. This 
continued misuse of technol-
ogy means professors need to 
be taught how to use Canvas. 
Even if they only learn how to 
utilize the functions on Canvas 
a couple at a time.
   None of this is to say that 
professors do not care about 
their students or that Montclair 
State has failed in their techno-
logical management. Instead, 
it only means that if Montclair 
State put a little more effort into 
teaching their professors how 
to use Canvas, the efficiency of 
academic interaction between 
professors and students would 
increase, and there would be 
happier students.
   Montclair State could require 
that a couple staff members in 
each department learn how to 
use Canvas perfectly so that if a 
professor needs assistance, they 
could turn to these staff mem-
bers without delay. It would 
also save on the cost of funding 
a whole training seminar. 
   However, if they wanted to 
entertain the idea of a seminar, 
it could be created for incoming 
professors to ensure they would 
be able to use Canvas, and all 
its features, like discussions, 
grades, files and syllabus.
    Either way, there is still some 
progress to be made to further 
enhance Canvas’s effective-
ness.
Best  of  Opinion
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y 
time at 
The Mont-
c l a r i o n 
amplified 
my expe-
rience at 
Montclair 
State in 
ways that 
I cannot 
fathom. Due to the paper, I have 
been able to attend conferences 
across the country — includ-
ing places such as Austin, San 
Francisco and Minneapolis. I 
was also given the opportunity 
to attend the NCAA Division III 
Women’s Basketball Final Four 
in Grand Rapids, MI. This expe-
rience was easily the highlight 
of my time here and had thrust 
me into a professional environ-
ment in just my sophomore 
year at Montclair State.
    I was also pushed into the 
role as sports editor because the 
paper needed someone to fill in 
immediately. Despite knowing 
absolutely no one and hardly 
staying on campus past my 
classes in my freshman year, 
I easily fitted into the environ-
ment and lifestyle of being a 
Montclarion editor. 
The people at The Montclarion 
are some of the best people I’ve 
met in my life and some even 
grew to be some of my closest 
friends. In three years, I have 
made countless memories, re-
ally too many to count, and I 
have had the time of my life. 
Unfortunately, my time at the 
paper was always limited. My 
only hope is that everyone at 
the paper can stay connected as 
much as possible and I can take 
my experiences and knowledge 
into my future career.
   Thank you to everyone in-
volved with making the past 
three years memorable.
THOMAS  
FORMOSO                           
FORMER            
MANAGING EDITOR
Thomas Formoso, a television and 
digital media major, has been with the 
Montclarion for three years and will be 
graduating with the class of 2017
M
for The 
M o n t -
c l a r i o n 
has taught 
me more 
than any 
c o l l e g e 
c o u r s e 
I’ve ever tak-
en. I have ex-
perienced firsthand the power 
of the press. I have learned the 
value of teamwork and the im-
portance of different perspec-
tives. I have developed a deep 
respect for the journalists of our 
day, as they face greater chal-
lenges and opposition than any 
time in American history. But 
most of all, I have learned about 
myself—my strengths and my 
downfalls—through leading 
this outstanding group of peo-
ple for the past year, and it is 
an experience that I will forever 
look back on with fondness.
   Next semester, The Montclar-
ion will be moving into the new 
school of communication and 
media building. The new office, 
complete with floor-to-ceiling 
windows and a view of Man-
hattan, is a substantial upgrade 
from the windowless office in 
the basement of the Student 
Center that I’ve worked in for 
the last three years. As bitter-
sweet as it is to graduate just as 
The Montclarion is moving on 
to bigger and better, I am proud 
to represent the last class of edi-
tors to call that old office home.
   From that office, our staff has 
covered a variety of breaking 
news stories—including the 
death of the campus baseball 
stadium namesake Yogi Berra, 
a hit-and-run accident which 
put a Montclair State student 
in a coma, student protests 
about the use of blackface in the 
school’s production of “Aida,” 
and rallies in the quad follow-
ing Donald Trump’s election.
    Nothing we accomplished 
during my time at The Mont-
clarion would have been pos-
sible without the help and sup-
port of our faculty advisor, Tara 
George, who taught me to be 
“polite, but persistent.” I’d also 
like to thank the brilliant and 
creative minds who consistent-
ly contributed unique ideas that 
made our coverage of Montclair 
State University campus life 
better.
    To the best Montclarion staff 
to date, you’ve made me a better 
journalist, a better team player 
and a better person. Thank you.
DEANNA ROSA
FORMER              
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Deanna Rosa, an English major, has 
been with the Montclarion for three 
years and will be graduating with the 
class of 2017
W
would 
be lying if I 
said Mont-
clair State’s 
women’s 
basketball 
p r o g r a m 
w a s n ’ t 
one of my 
f a v o r i t e 
things. It’s all I talk about during 
the season, and I’m sure I’ve an-
noyed people here at The Mont-
clarion by bringing the team up 
so much. My family has come out 
to the games, and I’m sure my 
dad and I would be season ticket 
holders if that was a thing for DIII 
sports.
    But it wasn’t always that 
way. I had watched a grand to-
tal of zero women’s basketball 
games before coming to Mont-
clair State as a transfer student. 
I wrote the sport off. I thought, 
“they don’t dunk, they aren’t as 
fast and the game isn’t as inter-
esting, so why bother?”
     I could not have been more 
wrong, and I’m glad I learned 
that lesson as soon as I came 
here. My first article, ever, was 
a profile on Head Coach Karin 
Harvey and that entailed going 
to my first women’s basketball 
game. Even in a 36-point blow-
out victory against NJCU, my 
thought process changed from 
“why bother?” to “this is still 
basketball, they’re good and it’s 
fun!”
     Just one month later I was 
on a plane to Grand Rapids, 
Michigan to report on the team 
in their first NCAA DIII Final 
Four appearance. I was only 
a journalism student for two 
months but, there I was, doing 
halftime interviews and asking 
questions in a melancholy post-
game press conference after a 
loss.
     My growth as a reporter is 
directly tied to my time cover-
ing Montclair State’s women’s 
basketball team. It propelled 
me to an internship with The 
Star-Ledger, with the help of 
Kelly Whiteside, and gave me 
space to improve as a writer 
and reporter. I look back at my 
articles from the Final Four run 
two years ago and cringe – just 
a little bit.
     Every moment I spent cov-
ering the women’s basketball 
team was fun and never felt like 
work. The feeling was never “I 
have to write a women’s basket-
ball article” and it was always 
“I get to write a women’s bas-
ketball article.” I’m thankful to 
both the team and this paper for 
this experience that I’ll remem-
ber forever.
     My first and last article here 
will be about the women’s bas-
ketball team. I wouldn’t have it 
any other way.DAN FALKENHEIM
FORMER WEB 
EDITOR
Dan Falkenheim, a Journalism major, 
has been part of the Montclarion for 
two years and is graduationing with the 
class of 2017
I
s 
I am ap-
p r o a c h i n g 
the end of 
my under-
g r a d u a t e 
career, all I 
want to do 
is thank the 
people who 
have had an 
impact on me 
and who have given me invalu-
able experiences. First of all, I 
would like to give thanks to my 
family who have been the most 
supportive people in my life in 
the last four years.
   At Montclair State Univer-
sity, one of the most rewarding 
experiences has been working 
at The Montclarion. No matter 
what was going on during the 
semester, we still had produc-
tion day on Wednesday after-
noons. I want to thank the past 
and current editors and editors-
in-chief for all their hard work 
and dedication.
    I would like to give special 
thanks to our advisor, Tara 
George, who has put so much 
time and energy into making 
the The Montcarion a respect-
able and reliable college news-
paper and continues to do so.
   I would like to take this op-
portunity to express my deep-
est gratitude to Professor Ali-
son Beringer, Professor Thomas 
Herold and Professor Pascale 
Lafountain for being influen-
tial educators and for teaching 
me and many other students so 
much over the years. 
    My study abroad experience 
could not have happened with-
out Professor Lafountain mak-
ing me aware of the programs 
and without the recommenda-
tions and encouragement of 
Professor Herold and Professor 
Beringer.
   I would like to thank the 
consultants at the Center for 
Writing Excellence for help-
ing me with term papers and 
motivation letters. Shout out to 
Kristine who is amazing at ev-
erything she does. I would also 
like to thank Susan and Lisa at 
Counseling and Psychological 
Services and all the other stu-
dents who crossed paths with 
me there for listening and giv-
ing me so much support- you 
know who you are! 
    I would like to thank the 
Global Education Center for 
showing me how much work 
goes into making study abroad 
experiences a reality for stu-
dents. Specifically, I would like 
to thank Wendy Gilbert-Simon 
for being understanding that 
her student assistants are stu-
dents first and assistants sec-
ond.
   There is a lot more to say and 
many more people to thank and 
I am sure that in the upcoming 
months and years it will become 
even more apparent how much 
Montclair State has affected and 
influenced me.
   If there is one piece of advice 
I would give to the incoming 
students it would be that you 
define your college experience. 
Get involved, experiment, take 
advantage of the resources 
that the university has to offer, 
study abroad, take a language 
course, get out of your comfort 
zone, do things that scare you 
because this is the time and 
place to do it and the formula to 
a successful and rewarding col-
lege experience.
AWIJE BAHRAMI
FORMER CO-             
ENTERTAINMENT 
EDITOR
Awije Bahrami, a German and Classics 
major, has been with the Montclarion 
for four years and will be with graduat-
ing with the class of 2017
A
Our Last Goodbye to The Montclarion
Graduating Montclarion staff give thanks and farewells
a m 
a procrasti-
nator. While 
my charac-
ter flaw has 
often mis-
guided me, I 
had no idea 
it would 
lead me to 
one of the most meaningful 
parts of my college experience.
     I joined The Montclarion in 
a last-ditch attempt to complete 
crew hours for a Television His-
tory class, and three years later, 
though I am no longer a televi-
sion and digital media major, I 
am still here.
    While there have been some 
long nights and questionably 
over-the-top articles, I have 
loved every minute of my time 
as opinion editor, assistant and 
writer. The Montclarion pushed 
me to cover topics I would have 
never thought to on my own 
and look at things from a differ-
ent perspective. There have of-
ten been times where I blankly 
stared at an even blanker com-
puter screen, but over the last 
three years, I have grown tre-
mendously as a writer, editor 
and maybe even as a person, if 
that is not too cheesy to admit.
   I am so fortunate to have 
worked alongside such amaz-
ing and dedicated people who 
have put a tremendous amount 
of effort into continuing to im-
prove The Montclarion each 
week. Everyone in that office 
breathes life into this 89-year-
old publication and has made 
it much more than words and 
photos on a page.
I      Working at The Montclarion has allowed me to see Montclair 
State University as so much 
more than cold classrooms and 
long walks to Car Parc Diem. 
Working at The Montclarion 
made Montclair State Univer-
sity home.EMILY ROVNER
FORMER OPINION 
EDITOR
Emily Rovner, a political science major, 
has been with the Montclarion for three 
years and will be graduating with the 
class of 2017
h a v e 
only been 
at The 
Montclar-
ion for a 
little over 
a year, but 
in that 
time, I’ve 
learned a 
great deal 
about the nature of journalism. 
Even more so, I’ve learned a great 
deal about a university that I have 
grown, over the past four years, to 
love dearly.
     Every week, as copy editor, I 
have had the privilege of read-
ing about my classmates’ accom-
plishments, their thoughts, their 
fears, and their hopes. Working 
at The Montclarion provided me 
with the opportunity to become a 
more informed student, aware of 
issues and policies that I may not 
have otherwise been privy to.
    While I have not published 
nearly as much as many of my 
esteemed colleagues, what re-
porting I have done has taught 
me so much about getting to 
know people—about being 
welcomed into the personal 
experiences which compose 
such amazing lives at Montclair 
State.
     I have so many people to thank, 
including the paper’s adviser, Tara 
George, who is endlessly support-
ive and involved. And I have been 
so lucky to work alongside my Co-
Editor, Fiorella Medina, one of the 
absolute loveliest people I know. 
And many thanks to my assis-
tants, Dominique Evans and Haley 
Wells, whose hours of work and 
support are so appreciated.
    I owe everything to Montclair 
State’s English department, es-
pecially Dr. Wendy Nielsen, 
Dr. Naomi Liebler, Dr. Lee 
Behlman, Dr. Jonathan Green-
berg, and Dr. Jeffrey Gonzalez, 
who have been my teachers, 
my mentors, my inspirations. I 
would not be where I am today 
without their unending support 
and guidance.
    All my life, I have been a 
student. While that will never 
change, for I hope to always be 
learning, I find myself parting 
with so much more difficulty 
than I could have ever antici-
pated. Attending Montclair 
State was such a privilege, and 
I encourage everyone to take 
advantage of the opportuni-
ties that it offers. They are truly 
countless.
    And I encourage everyone to 
become involved at The Mont-
clarion. Whether that means 
picking up the paper, writing 
for it, or working tirelessly at 
the editors’ desks, there is so 
much to be learned. Share your 
corner of the university, your 
insights, your concerns. And be 
receptive to those of others. It 
will have a greater impact than 
you know.
CASSANDRA 
SARDO
FORMER COPY 
EDITOR
Cassandra Sardo, an English major, has 
been with the Montclarion for a year 
and a half and will be graduating with  
the class of 2017
I
Congratulations Class of 2017
 orking
Concerning Editorials and Columns
 Main editorials appear on the first page of the Opinion section. They are unsigned articles that represent the opinion of the editorial board on a particular issue. 
Columns are written by individuals and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Montclarion staff.
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hen 
I first joined 
The Mont-
clarion, I 
had no idea 
how im-
portant the 
o r g a n i z a -
tion would 
become to 
my college 
career. I had 
an interest in 
editing and emailed the former 
entertainment editor to see if 
there was an available position 
and luckily she was looking for 
an assistant. What started as a 
few writing assignments here 
and there soon turned into stay-
ing at the office for hours, des-
perately trying to not be the last 
section finished. 
    I never imagined The Mont-
clarion would have the impact 
it did on my time at Montclair 
State, but I wouldn’t trade the 
time I spent with the paper for 
any other organization on cam-
pus.
    The Montclarion gave me the 
opportunity to work on some-
thing I am passionate about as 
well as connect me with some of 
the greatest and most dedicated 
students on campus. I know 
I’m surrounded by peers who 
are going to go far in life — es-
pecially when it’s 11 p.m. and 
they are still writing stories and 
formatting sections. I have in-
sane amounts of respect for ev-
ery editor, particularly Deanna 
Rosa and Dana Jarvis. 
    Both Rosa and Jarvis took 
on roles that required an extra 
amount of dedication to the pa-
per, and neither of them com-
plained nearly as much as they 
deserved to. Or maybe they did 
and I did not hear it. Regard-
less, the paper was fantastic this 
semester because of those two 
ladies, as well as the copy edi-
tors and Thomas Formoso, the 
managing editor.
   I would like to say a special 
thank you to Awije Bahrami, 
who was my co-editor this se-
mester but has been the en-
tertainment editor for much 
longer than I have. She always 
went the extra mile with her 
articles and was overall a great 
person to work with. Without 
her, I probably would have for-
gotten to find a new student for 
the Student Artist Profile every 
week.    
    I’ve enjoyed college so much 
more because of my time at The 
Montclarion and while I’m sad 
to leave the paper behind, I’m 
excited to see how it continues 
to grow and represent the stu-
dent voice at Montclair State.TESS REYNOLDS
FORMER CO- 
ENTERTAINMENT 
EDITOR
Tess Reynolds, a communication and 
media arts major, has been with the 
Montclarion for three years and will be 
graduating with the class of 2017
W
c a m e 
to Mont-
clair State 
as a trans-
fer stu-
dent and 
I didn’t 
r e a l l y 
know what 
to expect. I 
walked into 
my first reporting class fall se-
mester and within weeks I was 
being persuaded to join The 
Montclarion by the newspa-
per’s advisor Tara George. I 
avoided the question for a few 
weeks, but then I decided to 
see what it was about. I haven’t 
looked back since.
    This newspaper has intro-
duced me to some of the most 
amazing people, brought me 
to some of the most incredible 
places and taught me to reach 
far beyond my comfort zone. 
I have had the time of my life 
at Montclair State. In only two 
short years I have learned so 
much about myself and ac-
complished so much. I’ve set so 
many goals for myself and been 
able to see nearly every one 
come to fruition.
    However, I couldn’t have 
done any of this without the 
people here who pushed me to 
be better than my best. I want to 
thank our advisor Tara George 
and our Editor-in-Chief Deanna 
Rosa, who always convinced 
me to think beyond the usual 
and go for the more difficult 
option, even if I didn’t always 
want to listen.
    I want to thank Thomas For-
moso for asking me to be his 
assistant sports editor, and for 
throwing me into the fire the 
way he did. You made me bet-
ter.
    Josue Dajes, thank you for 
sticking around and keeping 
me sane over the past year. 
I couldn’t have handled the 
stresses of senior year without 
you. To my successor, Anthony 
Gabbianelli, I have all the faith 
in the world in you and you are 
so talented. I’m so excited to see 
what you can do.
    My biggest thank you is to the 
person who has guided me the 
most on campus, Kelly White-
side. Thank you for showing me 
that there is a place for women 
in sports and for taking the time 
to help me become one of those 
women. I have learned so much 
from you and I can’t thank you 
enough for all of your help.
     My time here has given me 
the confidence to succeed be-
yond this campus and because 
of that I am so excited for what 
is to come. My two years here 
flew by, but I am so thankful to 
have called this school home.
EMMA CIMO
FORMER SPORTS 
EDITOR
Emma Cimo, a television and digi-
tal media major, has been with the 
Montclarion for two years and will be 
graduating with the class of 2017
I
Best  of  Opinion Graphics
Brittany Longhetano| The Montclarion
Mia Rico| The Montclarion
Dan Evans| The Montclarion
Brittany Longhetano| The Montclarion Emily Rovner| The Montclarion
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Unsure of what the future holds?
Looking for meaning in life?
Discovering your own faith? 
I f  you f ind yoursel f  think ing 
about any of these,
we welcome you to jo in us at 
The Chapel at  Montcla ir.
We are a communit y that is 
commit ted to: 
LOVE GOD.
LOVE PEOPLE.
SERVE THE WORLD.
I n t e r e s t ed ?
Find out more,  Sundays at  the Conference Center.
(7th Floor Univers i t y Hal l)
Come ear ly and enjoy your morning cof fee wi th us .
Free park ing at  the Red Hawk Park ing Deck .
thechapel .org
   @chapelnj
   @chapelnj
   @thechapelnj
   /chapelnj
S unda y s  a t  10 :3 0 am
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   Student Artist Profile: 
 
Tess Reynolds 
Tess Reynolds | The Montclarion
Q: What is your year and ma-
jor? 
A: I am a senior communication 
and media arts major. 
Q: What is your biggest moti-
vation?
A: My biggest motivation is 
probably my drive for perfec-
tion as well as my passion for 
writing. I was always known as 
the teacher's pet in school and 
was constantly striving to only 
get A's in my classes. I just al-
ways felt a need to be the best 
because what's the point of do-
ing anything if you aren't at 
least trying to be the best you 
can be? That drive has helped 
me in all that I do, including 
my college career and my time 
as entertainment editor at The 
Montclarion. I'm extremely self-
motivated and am always will-
ing to do what I need to do to 
reach my goals.
Q: How has Montclair State 
University fostered you as a 
writer?
A: Before coming to Montclair, 
I attended an art school in Balti-
more called the Maryland Insti-
tute College of Art (MICA), with 
a major in photography. While I 
did enjoy my time there, I knew 
that photography was not my 
true passion and popular cul-
ture, writing, editing and social 
media were. My best friend at-
tended Montclair, so on a whim 
I checked out the communica-
tions program and decided that 
Montclair State was the place for 
me. In one weekend, I dropped 
out of MICA and applied to 
Montclair and never thought 
about going back. Montclair has 
given me so many connections 
and experiences that I wouldn't 
have gotten anywhere else. The 
professors here are amazing, 
including Hugh Curnutt, Bev-
erly Peterson and Joel Penney, 
to name a few of my favorites. 
If it had not been for Montclair 
State I definitely wouldn't be on 
the path that I am now. 
Q: Who are your biggest sup-
porters?
A: My biggest supporters are 
without a doubt my family. I 
have the most amazing parents 
in the entire world who have al-
ways had my back. In all of my 
successes and failures, I know 
they are proud. I am insanely 
lucky to have such an amazing 
foundation. My sister is one of 
the greatest people I know and 
she is always one of the first 
people I want to tell exciting, or 
not so exciting, news to because 
her support is always unprec-
edented. In addition to my im-
mediate family, I also have an 
extremely large, extremely  in-
volved and equally as support-
ive extended family that I am 
so grateful to have in my life. I 
hope I am always able to make 
them all proud. 
Q: What are your plans 
post-graduation?
A: First and foremost, get a job. 
All of this time and effort has 
been dedicated to getting a job 
so that's my main goal. Other 
than that, my plan is to never 
write another academic essay 
ever again.
Q: Where do you see yourself 
10 years from now?
A: In 10 years, I hope to have a 
family of my own and a career 
in either casting and develop-
ment for a television production 
company or as a social media 
manager for a media company. 
Regardless of what ends up 
happening, I mostly just hope 
to be happy.
Tess Reynolds
Graduating 
Co-Entertainment Editor 
     After seeing the premiere of 
“Works-a-Foot 2016,” it is clear 
why Montclair State’s dance 
program was ranked number 
five in the country this year. 
There is something so raw and 
incredibly mesmerizing about 
the dancers, as well as the cho-
reography the dance depart-
ment presents, and “Works-a-
Foot 2016”  was no exception.
         The night began with a 
captivating piece titled “Mad 
Rush.” The piece began with 
two dancers on stage dressed 
in all white, gracefully moving 
in sync with one another. Slow-
ly, more dancers began to join 
the duo on stage. The dancers 
moved fluidly and beautifully 
around one another, almost 
reminiscent of a school of fish. 
Somehow, their bodies were 
able to flow and rush past each 
other without a single crash, 
leaving the audience captivat-
ed by their ability to accom-
plish perfect coordination. 
       The dancers were accompa-
nied by a piano player whose 
music suited the movement of 
the piece perfectly. With such a 
wonderful selection starting off 
the night, the rest of the pieces 
had a lot to live up to.
       If you are a fan of Earl Mos-
ley’s choreography, his piece 
“Journey Men I” will definitely 
be a standout. On the night of 
Nov. 17, the crowd cheered as 
the all-male ensemble powered 
through this strong and ener-
gizing piece, never skipping 
a beat. The piece was accom-
panied with dramatic lighting 
and a smoke effect that set the 
mood and left the audience 
feeling the power of the danc-
ers.
      While I personally have nev-
er considered dance a humor-
ous art form, the final piece of 
the first act changed my mind. 
The piece, titled “Undone,” fea-
tured six dancers who all ap-
peared to be chickens, or rather, 
some type of bird, protecting 
their eggs. The dancers were 
borderline obsessed with keep-
ing their eggs safe, and when 
one dancer let her egg fall and 
break on the stage, the dancers 
screamed. Slowly, each began 
to realize they did not have to 
protect their eggs and could in-
stead throw them to the ground, 
causing them to explode in a 
dramatic fashion. Each dancer-
bird crushed her egg until there 
were only two dancers left, who 
also decided to maliciously 
hurl their eggs to the floor. The 
dance was hysterical and left 
the audience in a silly mood to 
close out the first act.
       The most interesting piece 
of the night was the premiere of 
Christian von Howard’s “to the 
teeth.” The dance began with 
five dancers on stage, stand-
ing in the pitch black, holding 
bright lights in their hands. The 
dancers turned on and off their 
lights in time with the music, 
which was a series of gasps and 
breaths. As the piece went on, 
the dancers abandoned their 
handheld lights and the lights 
on stage rose to a dim. The 
dancers began to move very 
convulsively, and due to this 
as well as their long, black cos-
tumes, it almost appeared as if 
they were either witches per-
forming a ritual or possessed. 
The piece was very interesting 
to watch and left me wanting to 
learn more.
        The night was a perfect dis-
play of all of the amazing things 
Montclair State’s dance depart-
ment is doing. Some pieces 
were confusing, some were 
beautiful, but all were extreme-
ly fun to watch. “Works-a-Foot 
2016” was at Memorial Audito-
rium Nov. 18 at 7:30 p.m., Nov. 
19 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. and Nov. 
20 at 2 p.m. 
            Photo courtesy of Montclair.edu
'Works-a-Foot 2016' Proves Montclair 
State's Place in Top 5 Dance Programs
Tess Reynolds sits next to the newly painted Montclarion rock behind Blanton Hall. 
"Works-a-Foot" was held at Memorial Auditorium. 
themontclarion.orgPAGE 20 • May 25, 2017 • The Montclarion
Student Voices From The 
Department of Art and Design 
Awije Bahrami 
Graduating 
Co-Entertainment Editor 
Chris Rivas, a MFA studio arts major, standing in front of his studio on the first floor of Finley 
Hall. Rivas believes that higher-ups need to help make decisions about budgeting, because 
that’s what the arts department needs.
Margaret Yates, a sophomore industrial design major, working on a piece of wood in the 
shop on the second floor of Finley Hall.
Lauren Wisnewski is a junior visual communications design major and thinks the facilities for her 
major help her get projects done for her classes.
Junior BFA studio arts major Craig Peters is standing in the Dark Room used by photography 
students in Calcia Hall room 121. The art room has been a makeshift place for 35 years. “It 
was supposed to be temporary but it’s certainly not temporary,” Peters said.
All photos courtesy of Awije Bahrami of 
The Montclarion 
     The department of Art and 
Design is changing its curricu-
lum as well as renovating some 
of the rooms in Calcia Hall. 
Renovations are set to start in 
August. See what some of the 
students have to say about it 
and what realistic changes they 
would like to see in their de-
partment:
Studio Art, MFA
     Chris Rivas is a second year 
MFA studio art major and 
thinks that the faculty and stu-
dents in his department do the 
best they can with the limita-
tions placed on them. 
      “It’s not that we are missing 
anything essential,” Rivas said. 
“It’s just that everything that 
we do have could be improved 
or renovated, because it has 
problems.”
        Rivas thinks that at some 
point a higher-up needs to help 
make a decision about budget-
ing, because that’s what the art 
department needs. 
Product Design, BFA
     Margaret Yates, a sopho-
more BFA product design ma-
jor, understands that the school 
of business received donations 
which made it possible for 
them to renovate their building 
and facilities, but believes that 
her department deserves reno-
vations as well. The product 
design department is located 
on the second floor of Finley 
Hall and shares a computer 
lab with the animation illustra-
tion majors on the first floor of 
College Hall. The department 
can’t accommodate all of its 
students. For example, class-
rooms don’t have enough space 
and there simply aren’t enough 
classrooms with the necessary 
equipment available. Also, the 
building is leaking and Univer-
sity Facilities has announced 
that they will be fixing the roof 
over the summer.
     She reports that changes in 
the program are happening but 
they didn't mention any reno-
vations to the building struc-
ture. Upon asking what real-
istic changes she would like to 
see she said, “It would be great 
if we had a shop with more 
equipment that we could use.” 
The printing room at Finley 
Hall has 3D printing capabili-
ties which the students use for 
assignments and they are also 
able to use the smaller and less 
expensive 3D printers at the 
School of Business. Yet, Yates 
still presses that their building 
has shortcomings and that they 
need to be addressed.
Visual Communication De-
sign, BFA
      Junior visual communica-
tions design major Lauren Wis-
newski likes the new facilities 
for her major, they are well 
suited for what she needs to 
be doing for her classes and as-
signments.      
        “We have really great pro-
fessors and really great top-of-
the-line facilities,” Wisnewsk 
said, “And access to anything 
that we need for our major and 
whatever projects we need to 
get done.” 
        Visual communications de-
sign used to be graphic design 
and was part of the revamping 
of the programs in the depart-
ment of art and design.
Studio Arts, BFA
     Craig Peters, a BFA studio 
arts major, thinks Calcia Hall 
and the programs that are 
taught here have been neglect-
ed as well as student needs, i.e. 
putting locks on the door with-
out telling anyone and giving a 
giant hassle whenever students 
or faculty need to get into the 
building.
         “For example, when we 
had the snow storm, I tried to 
come in and do my work, be-
cause there was nothing else 
that I could do,” said Peters. “I 
went down to facilities and they 
gave me access but the doors 
still wouldn’t open and I wasn’t 
allowed in.”
      Peters also mentioned that 
the heating and air conditioning 
systems need to be replaced and 
that plans for it will be turned 
into reality over the summer. 
He’s been here for three years 
and the temperature is rarely 
regulated. 
        “You are in here shiver-
ing with your jacket on dealing 
with all these chemicals that 
you don’t want on your clothes, 
but you can’t do anything about 
it,” Peters said. 
        It frustrates Peters that pro-
grams like the business school 
are getting most of the atten-
tion. 
       “The most important de-
signs are a form of artmaking 
and that’s a very important 
thing for a society as a whole 
and I think it gets neglected,” 
Peters said.
        Klaus Schnitzer, a profes-
sor in the arts and design de-
partment and the director of the 
photography program thinks a 
big issue is the fact that every 
building on campus has mul-
tiple monitors, one of the excep-
tions being Calcia Hall.  
“I’m asking myself: Why 
doesn’t the art department, 
which is about visuals, have a 
monitor in at least one location? 
We’ve been asking for it and 
nothing happens. It’s frustrat-
ing,” Schnitzer said.
Animation Illustration, BFA
          Matthew Addonzio is a se-
nior animation illustration ma-
jor with a focus in animation. 
He is very excited for the new 
renovations. However, he feels 
that the new renovations are 
more geared toward the illus-
tration department. He might 
not be able to see the new reno-
vations, but he is happy for the 
incoming students. 
         “But for us, it kind of sucked 
a little bit,” said Addonzio.
    Addonzio and many other 
animation and illustration ma-
jors think that they didn’t have 
enough resources to refine their 
skills. When it came to illus-
tration, the department didn’t 
necessarily have a location for 
them to do digital illustration. 
They don’t have a printer and 
they are not allowed to use the 
one in the Visual Communica-
tions Design lab across the hall. 
Plus, their illustrations need to 
be high quality printing and 
they can’t get that anywhere ex-
cept in the Visual Communica-
tions Design lab.  
        “I don’t even know if we are 
going to have a printer in that 
renovated studio next year,” 
said Addonzio. 
       The Illustration Animation 
lab will be moving to the base-
ment of the library. They are set 
to move into the library on Dec. 
1, 2017.
        They don’t have a lot of 
technology in the classroom. If 
they want to be able to compete 
in the job market they need up-
dated technology to get them-
selves onto the web. Here the 
scanner would be important, 
but they don’t have one. There 
is a scanner in the room; how-
ever, it is broken and just sitting 
on a side table.
        “They are trying to tease 
us,” said Sydney Chiarello, se-
nior animation illustration ma-
jor in a joking manner. 
          Kelsey Christensen, an 
animation illustration major, 
said that there will be a lot of 
changes in the program overall, 
but that the students are not in 
the loop about it.
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“Wherever you go, 
Go with all your 
heart.” 
 -Confucius 
Congratulations Study 
Abroad Alumni and 
Graduates! 
Global Education Center 
Student Center Annex Room 207 
http://www.montclair.edu/global-education/ 
study-abroad/outgoing-students/ 
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The Best of Entertainment News 2016-2017 
Babee Garcia 
Entertainment Editor
 "13 Reasons Why" Review (2,049 views) 
 Student Artist Profile: Chelsea Vargas (312 views) 
 Players Brings Back Time Warp with ‘Rocky Horror Picture Show’ (278 views) 
 ‘Aida’ Takes Center Stage at Montclair State (256 views) 
 Student Artist Profile: Maddie Meier (217 views)
Student Artist Profile: Kaity Janus (177 views)
 Montclair State Students to Show Short Films at Festival in Cuba (169 views)
 West Side Story Review (166 views)
 Student Artist Profile: Taylor Bayes (152 views)
Virginia Vass performed as Aida in Montclair State’s pro-
duction of ‘Aida’ which was held from Oct. 19 to Oct. 23 
in Memorial Auditorium.
Photo courtesy of Gene Adikin Bayes was part of the Players’ production of Rent. 
 
Photo courtesy of Rod Goodman
The cast of ‘Rocky Horror Picture Show’ delivered a 
memorable performance at Montclair State.
Photo courtesy of Marty Keating Natalie Madion, who played Anita, signed one of her rela-
tives info pamphlets after the show.
Babee Garcia|The Montclarion
Karlee SanGiovanni performed at the Vo-
camotion Singers and Red Hawk Jazz Band 
performance.
Photo  courtesy by Rodney Leinberger A still from Peter Chapman’s silent film, “The Strings of 
Things. ” 
Photo courtesy of Robert Chapman
Chelsea Vargas is a sophomore dance education ma-
jor with a concentration in studio teaching.
Photo courtesy of Brionna Lynch Kaity Janus is a senior fine arts major with 
a concentration in painting. 
Photo courtesy of Kaity Janus 
A screenshot of the title screen of “13 Reasons Why.” Photo courtesy of wikipedia.org
Meier singing at a recital at the Leshovitz Recital Hall. Photo courtesy of Maddie Meir 
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Sprague Library would like to say  
Congratulations!   
to the Graduating Class of 2017  
… and a special thank you to our  
graduating student employees .  
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Men’s Hockey’s Solid Season Ends in SECHL Playoff
Sports
Anthony Gabbianelli
Sports Editor
     Finishing the season with an 
overall record of 10-13-2-2 (10 
wins, 13 losses, two ties and 
two overtime losses), the men’s 
club ice hockey team has played 
a total of 27 games, competed 
in the Northeast Region of the 
Division II American Collegiate 
Hockey Association (ACHA), 
and participated in the Super 
East Collegiate Hockey League 
(SECHL).
    The Red Hawks started 
the regular season off strong, 
claiming victories over Roger 
Williams University, Central 
Connecticut State, Bryant Uni-
versity, and even Monmouth 
University during homecom-
ing weekend. Even though se-
nior captains Chris Preziosi and 
Sam Enright lead their team to 
many successful wins, the team 
hit a rough patch in the midst of 
the season.
     With plenty of tough com-
petition, it is safe to say that 
the ACHA is action packed es-
pecially when the Red Hawks 
faced off against top teams such 
as William Paterson University 
(WPU), New York University 
(NYU), The University of New 
Hampshire (UNH) and Rensse-
laer Polytechnic Institute (RPI). 
A majority of Montclair State’s 
games against these strong 
teams did not result in the Red 
Hawks favor. The team even 
lost a few key players due to 
fall graduation, injuries, and 
grades.
     As the Red Hawks battled 
hard towards the end of the sea-
son, many of the games were 
decided by one goal. In fact, 
many of the seniors who lead 
the team in goals and assists 
proved that Montclair State was 
not easy competition. Captain 
Chris Preziosi played a total of 
26 games racking up a total of 21 
goals and 31 assists, totaling to 
52 points. Following Preziosi’s 
successful play on the ice, the 
second leader in goals and as-
sists was captain Sam Enright. 
Due to an early season injury, 
Enright was limited to only 19 
games, but still managed to ac-
cumulate 19 goals and 16 as-
Montana Peschler
Contributing Writer
sists, totaling 35 points.
       Aside from the two senior 
captains leading the team, se-
niors Sal Demarzo, Matt Co-
francesco and goaltender Brad-
ley Odgers also played a strong 
season and helped the team in 
every way possible. As the se-
niors paved a path for the un-
derclassmen on the team, the 
Red Hawks managed to make 
the SECHL playoffs, going 
against the toughest hockey 
teams in the Northeast. 
       Through the weekend of 
Feb. 17-19, Floyd Hall Arena 
hosted the SECHL playoffs 
as six teams competed for the 
championship. William Pater-
son University, New York Uni-
versity, Rensselaer Polytech-
nic Institute, New Hampshire 
University, Marist College and 
Montclair State competed to 
win the championship. Unfor-
tunerly, the Red Hawks lost by 
the score of 3-2 in the first round 
of the playoffs against RPI, of-
ficially putting an end to their 
2016-17 hockey season. NYU 
later went on to win the cham-
pionship. 
     Overall, even though this 
was not the Red Hawks’ most 
successful season on the ice, 
the team still played with ag-
gression, passion and strength. 
As the head coach, Rob Mar-
tinez described the team as 
still very young, the men’s ice 
hockey team still has plenty to 
learn and therefore, said a final 
Red Hawks Baseball Comes Up with Nothing to End Season
     By splitting their double-
header against Rutgers-New-
ark, the Montclair State base-
ball team came just one game 
short of contending in the 
NJAC Tournament this year.
The Red Hawks will end their 
season with a 15-22 record, 
their third losing record in the 
last five years.
     With that being said, the 
season has been disappoint-
ing to say the least, but there 
were definitely some shining 
spots for the team. Between 
starting the season 3-10, Con-
nor Lindsay’s three-hit shut-
out against Coe College, and 
too many games cancelled or 
postponed because of the bliz-
zard in march or rain, the sea-
son has certainly had its ups 
and downs.
      To be fair, Montclair State’s 
first ten games weren’t even 
played in New Jersey. The 
team played three games 
in Fayetteville, North Caro-
lina, against Ferrum College, 
who Montclair played twice, 
and Frostburg State Univer-
sity. They lost all three games. 
Then the Red Hawks went to 
Winter Haven, Florida to play 
in the RussMatt Invitational, 
which the team went 3-6, in-
cluding the Connor Lindsay 
three-hit shutout. Montclair 
States first home game was 
postponed against Baruch 
College due to the blizzard 
in mid-March. The team then 
played games in Flemington, 
New Jersey, against Oneonta 
and Moravian College. These 
games were also supposed to 
be played in Montclair, but 
the blizzard caused the games 
to be moved. Montclair’s 
first home game of the sea-
son wasn’t until March 29th 
against DeSales University, 
more than one month after the 
season started in Fayetteville.
     It seems that this season 
has shown that for every great 
game Montclair State had, 
they would somehow spoil it 
for themselves by losing then 
next two or three games. At 
the end of March, Montclair 
had won four of their last five 
games, then followed that by 
losing six of their next nine 
games. Whether it’s playing 
small ball or swinging for 
the fences, the team’s 20-3 
win against Ferdonia back in 
early March has shown this is 
the case. Then you get games 
right after which disprove that 
point, like when the team was 
out hit 24 to 10 in a double-
header against SUNY Oswego 
(they lost both games.)
     Playing on the road has 
proven to be difficult for the 
Red Hawks, as they went 9-16 
in away and neutral games 
this season. Last season, 
Montclair State went 5-10 in 
away games alone, so this has 
been a problem that the team 
has yet to resolve. Playing 
road warrior has proven to be 
a challenge that Montclair still 
has to overcome if they want 
next season to be any better.
       Some of the team’s best 
players are also seniors who 
will be graduating at the end 
of the semester. Philip Scott, 
Matt Long, Jay Gorman, Mi-
chael Matarazzo, Ryan Long, 
and Ryan Thieme are all se-
niors and are a huge source 
of the team’s overall abilities. 
Losing two pitchers, two out-
Joe Norton (44) slides into second base 
safely
Christina Urban | The Montclarion
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The Montclair State Men’s hockey team all 
skate together at Floyd Hall
Montana Peschler | 
The Montclarion
goodbye to their seniors. With 
the next  season approaching, 
the first day of tryouts for the 
Montclair State men’s club ice 
hockey team will be held on 
Aug. 23, with more information 
provided on the team’s website.
fielders who can hit for power 
and play their positions de-
fensively, and losing a leader 
in the infield will impact the 
team next year. It’s up to the 
underclassmen to fill the posi-
tions of the graduating class.
Men’s Lacrosse Win Ninth Consecutive 
Skyline Championship
Josue Dajes
Managing Editor
      The Montclair State Men’s 
Lacrosse team has been one 
of the most consistent athletic 
programs in the whole school 
for the past 10 years. The team 
has been crowned Skyline 
Conference Champions for 
the past 8 seasons. This season 
they once again qualified for 
the Skyline Conference Tourna-
ment.
     The team went 9-7 in the 
regular season, but went un-
defeated in conference games 
with a record of 9-0. It was not 
looking so good early in the 
season for the Red Hawks. The 
team began the season with 6 
straight losses. Luckily for the 
Red Hawks, the games were 
non-conference games, mean-
ing the team still had stable 
chances to compete for an entry 
into the Skyline Conference 
Tournament. Once the first 
The Men’s lacrosse team is deep in the 
offensive zone
Tom Formoso | The Montclarion
conference game came along, 
the team kicked into another 
gear. It became an offensive 
machine, scoring over 10 goals 
in each victory. It turned a 0-6 
season into a 9-7 season thanks 
to a nine game winning streak 
following six straight losses to 
start the season. 
     Sophomore Matt Haemmer-
le led the team with 41 goals 
and 31 assists. He’s known as 
“The Hammer” and he sure 
brought the hammer down on 
opponents this season.
     The Red Hawks continue to 
reign as they topped Stockton 
University 11-7 to win their 
ninth consecutive Skyline 
Championship.
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Men’s Basketball Gets Back into NJAC Tournament 
         It was a season of up and 
downs, swishes and turnovers, 
but the Montclair State men’s 
basketball team managed to ac-
complish one of their goals.
The Red Hawks made the New 
Jersey Athletic Conference 
(NJAC) tournament for the first 
time in three years. Montclair 
State ended the regular sea-
son with a 13-12 overall record 
and a 10-7 conference record to 
earn the 5th seed in the NJAC. 
It placed them in a matchup 
against the 4th seed Rowan 
University Profs – a team the 
Red Hawks had beaten twice 
during the regular season.
   The NJAC tournament 
game against Rowan Univer-
sity would be the last game the 
men’s basketball team played 
for the 2016-2017 season. 
The Profs eliminated the Red 
Hawks, ending their season 
and the college careers of a few 
of their players.
Montclair State will lose se-
niors, Daniel Ramis, Jaleel 
Christmon and Brandon Chan-
ner, while the rest of the team 
will regroup and recruit for 
next season. Ramis was the 
three point specialist of the 
team and Christmon would 
collect rebounds in the paint. 
Channer was the best player 
for the Red Hawks for the past 
two seasons. The 6’5” forward 
averaged 16 points per game 
during his two years at Mont-
clair State.
His presence will be missed, 
which means only one thing; 
The 2017-2018 season will un-
doubtedly feature a new leader.
Dan Falkenheim |The MontclarionMontclair State men’s 
basketball player, Javanni Cha-
tham drives through the lane.
Josue Dajes
Managing Editor
Successful Season 
for Field Hockey, But 
No Championship
Josue Dajes
Managing Editor
       The Montclair State wom-
en’s field hockey team was one 
of the most successful teams 
during the 2016-2017 academic 
year, although it failed to 
capture what it desired from 
the very beginning. The Red 
Hawks had a 16-6 overall 
record, including 15-4 in the 
regular season and 5-1 in the 
New Jersey Athletic Confer-
ence.
      Since before the season 
started, the team was confident 
in their abilities and set their 
eyes and minds towards win-
ning the NJAC Championship 
and competing for an NCAA 
Division III Tournament Cham-
pionship.
       The Red Hawks finished 
the season strong with six con-
secutive victories. The team did 
well in the playoffs and man-
aged to get to its fourth NJAC 
championship game since the 
inception of the tournament 
in 2011. The Red Hawks won 
the championship in 2012 and 
2013, but 2016 would not be 
the year of champions for the 
women’s field hockey team.
Montclair State lost the NJAC 
Championship game to The 
College of New Jersey (TCNJ) 
in a low scoring, gritty game 
that ended with a 1-0 victory 
for TCNJ. Although the team 
lost, it still had a good enough 
record to qualify for the NCAA 
tournament.
       The team was almost 
unbeatable at home. The Red 
Hawks had a 10-1 record at 
Sprague Field and would have 
their NCAA Tournament first 
round game at home. Unfortu-
Women’s Basketball Maintains NJAC Dominance 
        Another season, another 
year where Montclair State’s 
women’s basketball team 
reigns supreme over the New 
Jersey Athletic Conference 
(NJAC).
     The Red Hawks captured 
their fifth-consecutive NJAC 
title and added a long list of 
accomplishments along the 
way. Junior forward Katie Sire 
was named to the D3hoops.
com All-American Third Team, 
the Atlantic Region Player of 
the Year and became the pro-
gram’s 20th player to score 
1,000 career points. Senior 
guard Rachel Krauss set a new 
school record for made threes 
in a career, Senior guard Zoe 
Curtis was named NJAC Play-
er of the Week in the last week 
of the season, and Head Coach 
Karin Harvey was named the 
Women’s Basketball Coaches 
Association’s Region 3 Coach 
of the Year.
Dan Falkenheim
Graduating Web Editor
The Montclair State Women’s Basketball 
Team huddles up after a victory.
Dan Falkenhein |The Montclarion
       But, beyond all the achieve-
ments and tangible numbers, 
the 2016-17 season represented 
the end of a journey for seniors 
Sage Bennett, Erica Snow, Cur-
tis and Krauss. After 107 wins, 
four consecutive conference 
championships, a Final four 
run and trips across the conti-
nent, the seniors’ careers ended 
in a second round NCAA Tour-
nament loss to University of 
Massachusetts-Dartmouth.
     The Red Hawks steamed 
through the 2016-17 regular 
season and finished with a 23-2 
record before the playoffs. The 
women’s basketball team de-
feated rival Rowan University 
in the NJAC Semifinals and 
went on to defeat Rutgers-
Newark in the NJAC Finals.
      Montclair State managed to 
win a frenetic, up-tempo game 
against Westfield State in the 
first round of the NCAA DIII 
Tournament. The Red Hawks 
faced a short turnaround and 
ultimately lost to University of 
Massachusetts-Dartmouth the 
next day in the second round.
Women’s Lacrosse 
Heads to 
NJAC Finals
         The Red Hawks are going 
into the Championship game of 
the New Jersey Athletic Confer-
ence (NJAC) Women’s Lacrosse 
Championship with a healthy 
11-5 record on the season.
    Going into their playoff 
match against Rowan, snag-
ging that second seeded spot, 
and after coming off of a 17-2 
victory over Rutgers-Camden 
in their regular season finale, 
the momentum was high.
        Senior Francesca Verrone 
has been a driving force for 
Montclair State this season, 
netting 35 goals with 11 as-
sists. Freshman Amanda Mc-
Guire also came in on goal and 
became an asset to this Red 
Hawks team, standing strong 
at 118 saves going after the 
game against Rutgers-Camen. 
     On May 3rd, Montclair State’s 
Lindsay Lare scored three un-
assisted goals to top Rowan in 
the semifinals in Montclair 10-
6.
     After the win over Rowan, 
The Red Hawks lost to top-
seeded TCNJ in the Champion-
ship Round by the score of 11-2. 
Patrick Eskay |The MontclarionMontclair State’s Women’s 
Lacrosse defenders attack the ball
Emma Cimo
Graduating Sports Editor
nately for the Montclair State, 
that one home loss was at the 
hands of Saint Joseph’s College 
of Maine in the first round of 
the NCAA Tournament, end-
ing the team’s season and its 
hopes for an NCAA Champi-
onship.
       Junior forward Kaitlyn 
Struss led the team with 30 
points and 13 goals in 2016. 
She will be looking towards 
making even better strides in 
order to boost her performance 
and the team in her final season 
wearing a Red Hawks uniform 
in 2017.
Coach Eileen O’Reily (middle) was a key factor 
in the success of the team
Therese Sheridan|The Montclarion
themontclarion.org
Women’s Soccer Holds Strong with Underclassmen
         Montclair State’s women’s 
soccer team didn’t skip a beat 
in 2016 after losing 2015 All-
American Martina Landeka 
and New Jersey Athletic Con-
ference (NJAC) Midfielder of 
the Year, Shawna Grabowski 
to graduation. The Red Hawks 
went back to the second round 
of the NCAA Tournament, 
where they were ultimately de-
feated by Messiah College for 
the second consecutive year.
         Freshmen Emily Beenders 
and Christine Mayorga picked 
up where Landeka and 
Grabowski left off. Beenders 
and Mayorga combined to 
score 23 goals and lead the 
team in points. Senior defend-
er Erin Sullivan was selected 
to the 2016 NSCAA DIII All-
American Second Team – be-
coming the fifth Montclair State 
women’s soccer player to do 
so – and sophomore defender 
Ashley Koester was named to 
the 2016 NSCAA DIII South 
Atlantic All-Region Team.
     The women’s soccer team 
had a 10-1-1 record and out-
scored their opponents 39-4 
during their first 12 games. 
Sophomore goalkeeper Molly 
Barrow lead the Red Hawks 
Dan Falkenheim |The MontclarionMontclair State’s Women’s Soccer 
players hug after scoring a goal
Dan Falkenheim
Graduating Web Editor
with seven shutouts and senior 
goalkeeper Alyson Burns lead 
the team with eight wins.
     The Red Hawks won their 
opening game of the NJAC 
Tournament against William 
Paterson, but they lost in penal-
ty kicks to Rowan in the NJAC 
Finals. The women’s soccer 
team made the NCAA Tourna-
ment despite not winning the 
conference. Montclair State de-
feated Buffalo State in the first 
round before losing to Messiah 
College.
Men’s Soccer Takes NJAC Title
Tom Formoso
Graduating Managing Editor
     It was par for the course for 
Montclair State men’s soccer 
team in 2016. The team got out 
to a 6-1-0 start before the first 
NJAC game was even played, 
including a split of their games 
at the RWU/Squad Locker 
Classic in Bristol, R.I. against 
Roger Williams University and 
Rhode Island College. Their 
undefeated home record was 
snapped in their NJAC opener 
against Ramapo in a heart-
breaking overtime loss.
     During the back half of the 
season, things started to come a 
little harder for the Red Hawks. 
Losses to Kean, Rowan and 
Rutgers-Newark, along with a 
tie to TCNJ proved to be decent 
road blocks for the Red Hawks 
going into the NJAC Tourna-
ment. 
     Once they hit the playoffs, 
however, they steamrolled 
right through. Montclair State 
did the Rutgers double with a 
first round win over Camden 
and a semifinal win over New-
ark. That left Montclair State 
and Rowan to face off in yet 
another NJAC soccer final. It 
would be the Red Hawks, how-
ever, to take the title in Glass-
boro and book their place in the 
NCAA Division III Men’s Soc-
cer Tournament. 
     Unfortunately for Montclair 
State, the run ended quickly in 
the NCAA Tournament as they 
fell to Christopher Newport 
University in the First Round. 
     All in all, it was another sol-
id season for the university. A 
near-identical home and away 
record (8-2-1 vs. 8-2-0) high-
lights their success this season. 
    Unfortunately, the Red 
Hawks will have to look to 
improve an average record in 
their NJAC games (4-4-1). 
     Despite this, a 16-6-1 over-
all record, along with an NJAC 
title, is nothing to scoff at and 
is an important building block 
looking to 2017.
Softball Heads to NJAC Playoffs
Emma Cimo
Graduating Sports Editor
     The Red Hawks are stand-
ing at a little over .500 at 22-17 
going into the second round of 
the New Jersey Athletic Con-
ference (NJAC) Championship 
Tournament this friday. Seeded 
sixth in the conference, the Red 
Hawks held off the number one 
team, the Ramapo Roadrun-
ners the best they could, bring-
ing them to extra innings but 
eventually falling 3-2.
     Montclair State broke even 
at 9-9 in the conference, but 
performed surprisingly better 
at home this season. The Red 
Hawks edged out 11 wins and 
only 5 losses on their home turf, 
while going 6-7 on the road.
     There is no doubt the team 
has produced at the plate this 
season. Regardless of the out-
come, there have only been 
four games this season where 
the Red Hawks haven’t scored 
more than one run. Kaylee 
Powers is leading the way right 
Montclair State’s Softball pitcher 
Ali Walek (6) throws a strike
Dan Falkenheim |The Montclarion
with 48 hits, followed close be-
hind by Noel Hodgins with 44. 
The pitching has been led by 
Kiara Ruiz, whose posting a 
1.07 ERA and 3.2 record.
     The team took the field in the 
double-elimination round of 
the Championship Tournament 
on Saturday , May 6th, against 
Stockton College in Union, NJ. 
The Red Hawks’ season came 
to a close in a 3-2 loss. Montclair 
State ended their season with a 
22-18 record.
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Emma Cimo
Assistant Sports Editor
      If you have ever gotten to 
your seat at a men’s basketball 
game a few minutes early, then 
you’ve seen Ray Gelok practic-
ing with the team before every 
home game.
      The 10-year-old has been 
sporting the same oversized 
Montclair State Basketball T-
shirt and hanging around with 
the team for a little over a year 
now, beginning under Interim 
Head Coach Darren Rowe last 
year and continuing this season 
under new Head Coach Marlon 
Sears.
      The Clifton native has re-
ally made himself an honorary 
member of the team. Before the 
game starts, you can catch him 
rebounding balls for the guys or 
even playing a little one-on-one 
with some of his favorite play-
ers.
      Once the game is underway, 
he’ll take his seat with the team, 
participating in time-out meet-
ings and giving advice when-
ever he feels he should. He 
also gets a little advice from the 
players as well. “They encour-
age me and tell me ‘good job’ 
and stuff,” Gelok said.
      Aaron Williams, a senior on 
the team, spoke about the time 
he has spent with Gelok during 
this past season. Williams then 
pulled out his homemade play-
er card, explaining that Gelok 
had made them for the whole 
team before their game. “We 
look up to him just as much as 
he looks up to us,” Williams 
said. “He benefits us just like 
we benefit him.”
     Gelok plans to stick with 
the team for as long as he can. 
However, basketball isn’t the 
only sport he has on his mind. 
Gelok’s favorite sport is base-
ball and he has big plans for 
himself in the future. Gelok 
said he wants to play for his fa-
vorite team, the New York Yan-
kees, when he grows up. If that 
doesn’t work out, he’ll settle for 
being a professional basketball 
player. 
The Red Hawks’ Secret Weapon
Emma Cimo | 
The Montclarion
Ray Gelok has made his presence 
felt with the men’s basketball 
team.
“We look 
up to him 
just as 
much as he 
looks up 
to us.
He benefits 
us just like 
we benefit 
him.”
- Aaron Williams,
senior
Tom Formoso
Graduating Managing Editor
        No sport is safe from the inev-
itable chatter of executives want-
ing to make a change for the sake 
of sprucing things up. This time, 
Major League Baseball (MLB) has 
put forth a new rule change to be 
tested in the Minor Leagues dur-
ing the 2017 season. The new rule 
is going to see a baserunner placed 
on second base at the beginning of 
the 10th inning.
      This rule has seen a lot of out-
cry among baseball fans, many of 
whom feel that the game is perfect 
the way it is and doesn’t need 
EDITORIAL: Rule Changes in Sports
changing. While MLB has become 
the most recent league to propose 
and enforce change, other organi-
zations, such as FIFA, have also 
brought forth changes to seem-
ingly unimportant “problems.”
     This brings up a larger issue 
in sports that sees leagues who 
attempt at change is attracting 
attention to their sport. Baseball is 
a sport that has deep roots in tradi-
tion and even the recent addition 
of video replay took a long time to 
get implemented and has still been 
receiving criticism for the amount 
of time it adds to any given base-
ball game.
     MLB is simply trying to create 
a stir and “invigorate” the game in 
a way that would likely see higher 
scoring and potentially longer 
games. The new rule is going to 
make it easy to score, and scoring 
a run in extra innings will be virtu-
ally meaningless now that every 
team will get a prime opportunity 
at scoring in extra innings.
      Rule changes can be an im-
portant amendment to a sport’s 
current system if there is some-
thing truly game-breaking about 
how the game is played. If a team 
is actively looking to exploit a rule 
in bad taste, then a rule change is 
necessary.
     What MLB is proposing has 
only one thing in mind: ratings. 
The current format doesn’t hurt 
the game in any way and making 
a change for the sake of making 
a change is a poor way to run a 
league.
     After the most recent Super 
Bowl saw the first overtime result 
in history, many have clamored 
for the National Football League 
(NFL) to change its overtime sys-
tem to give both teams a chance, 
whether it is a touchdown or a 
field goal. This rule change has 
reasonable legs to stand on, con-
sidering the Atlanta Falcons never 
had an offensive possession.
     Sports, more than most things 
in life, are rooted in tradition. Fan-
doms are passed down from gen-
eration to generation, and super-
stitions are never more prevalent. 
When a change to how the game 
is played is made due to necessity, 
it’s never a huge problem.
       However, when a league 
makes a rash decision just to 
“invigorate” a sport that doesn’t 
necessarily need invigorating, it 
creates a huge divide between the 
fans and the executives. The one 
thing that fans want most is com-
munication, and in MLB’s case, 
they haven’t received any proper 
communication or reasoning as to 
why this change is being made.
This article is a favorite from graduating senior Thomas Formoso
This article is a favorite from graduating senior Emma Cimo
                     The Montclarion • May 25, 2017 • PAGE 27 themontclarion.org
BECOME A 
WRITER 
O
T
SP
R
S
Phone 973.655.5230
Fax 973.655.7804
E-mail Montclarionsports@gmail.com
Room 113 Student Center Annex in Upper Montclair, NJ 07043
congratulations
CLASS OF 2017
once a red hawk, 
always a  
red Hawk 
GET YOUR ALUMNI GEAR TODAY AT 
MONTCLAIRSHOP.COM 
MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY BOOKSTORE 
Student Center Building | MontclairShop.com
DR
AF
T
Montclarion Sports
Thursday, May 25, 2017
T
h
e
In the dead of winter and nearly 1600 miles away 
from home, the Montclair State women’s basketball 
team was surrounded by Caribbean waters and 
were far removed from New Jersey suburbia. They 
came for the San Juan Shootout, a two-day tourna-
ment in Puerto Rico. The games counted, but Puerto 
Rico’s tropical atmosphere was not at all lost on the 
Red Hawks: they went banana boating.
“And Sage [Bennett] actually fell off the banana 
boat – and we couldn’t tell if she was crying or 
laughing,” senior guard Rachel Krauss said. “Kate 
[Tobie] jumped in to get her too. And Dom [Wirs-
ing] was gushing blood from her nose. I think that 
was one of our best times.”
Now, after four years, 104 wins and trips across 
the continent, seniors Rachel Krauss, Zoe Curtis, 
Sage Bennett and Erica Snow are about to play in 
their final postseason as their careers come to an 
end.
Bennett, Curtis, Krauss and Snow are what Head 
Coach Karin Harvey likes to call the “glue players” 
of the program. But before the banana boats, holiday 
trips and NCAA Tournament runs, the current crop 
of seniors came to Montclair State as role players.
Getting to Know Each Other
Out of the four seniors, Curtis and Krauss were 
slightly more familiar with each other compared to 
the other two. They played high school basketball 
against each other and hail from towns and short 
drive away from the Jersey Shore. Bennett joined 
Curtis and Krauss to round out the 2013-14 fresh-
men class, and Snow joined the trio a year later.
Bennett, Curtis, Krauss and Snow were quieter in 
their first year on campus but now, along with the 
rest of the players on the team, they are nearly in-
separable. They crack jokes together on the bench, 
can be seen eating together from time to time at the 
Rat, and they’re at the point where Krauss says they 
“basically know everything about each other.”
“Oh, it’s been great,” Bennett said with a smile 
about spending the past four years together. “And 
the girls, you never know the personalities, but 
everything was such a good gel fit. It’s like, we’ve 
become so close since freshman year. We’ve been 
through so many things and we all started playing 
around the same time too.”
The Montclair State women’s basketball team had 
just made the NCAA Tournament Sweet 16 the year 
before Bennett, Curtis and Krauss came in as fresh-
men. All three said they knew how good the Red 
Hawks were, but none of them said they could have 
imagined the run they were about to go on.
The Run
Bennett, Curtis and Krauss started their freshman 
year coming off the bench, learning from Janitza 
Aquino and soon-to-be NCAA All-American Me-
lissa Tobie. Bennett and Curtis would watch from 
the bench and Krauss watched from the court as 
Aquino nailed a three from the corner that lifted the 
women’s basketball team to its second consecutive 
NJAC title.
Montclair State ultimately fell one game short of 
the Final Four in a loss to Fairleigh Dickson (Flor-
ham). But Bennett, Curtis and Krauss, along with 
Aquino and Tobie, were back the next year and the 
team had one goal: a Final Four run. This time, they 
had Snow plus a talented group of freshmen to help 
get them there.
“I never imagined I’d be going to the Final Four 
my freshman year,” Snow said.
Bennett started every game that season, while 
Curtis and Krauss still were contributing off the 
bench. Snow played just over five minutes a game 
that year, and the Red Hawks blazed through the 
regular season and earned their third consecutive 
NJAC title.
After defeating their opponents in the first four 
rounds of the NCAA Tournament by an average of 
17 points per game, the women’s basketball team 
was finally there. They made the NCAA Division III 
Final Four.
But, there was one thing that prevented the team 
from reaching Grand Rapids, Mi., the site of the Fi-
nal Four. Their flight was delayed.
“We were just sitting around, and all of the sud-
den, Janitza [Aquino] started like beatboxing and 
everyone else started going along with it,” Curtis 
said. “And we were sitting in a circle, just everyone 
was beatboxing. We just started making up songs 
and stuff.”
The women’s basketball team eventually made it 
to Grand Rapids, and they lost in the Final Four to 
George Fox University. Still, the Red Hawks came 
back the next day and defeated Tufts University 
in the 3rd Place Game. Aquino and Tobie’s careers 
came to an end, and Bennett, Curtis and Krauss took 
on the mantle as the team’s upperclassmen.
“Being some of the leaders on the team, I think it’s 
special,” Curtis said. “It feels good to keep up the 
legacy that I think all of the graduating past seniors 
have kept up. And it’s something that’s definitely 
really special. It means a lot.”
Now, Bennett, Curtis and Krauss were all in the 
starting lineup to end the 2015-16 season, and Snow 
contributed with her three-point shooting off the 
bench. It was their team now, along with Kate To-
bie and Katie Sire. And, under pressure, they did 
something that sent Panzer Athletic Center into ut-
ter pandemonium.
The Red Hawks had just relinquished a four-point 
lead and found themselves trailing by two with 
29 seconds left in the NJAC Finals. Krauss nailed 
a three in the same corner where Aquino hit her 
game-winning three two years earlier, gave Mont-
clair State a one-point lead and the fans at Panzer 
erupted in jubilation.
“That’s just a moment that I’ll always remember,” 
Snow said. “And, jumping up on the bench and just 
everybody cheering, that was just such a defining 
moment.”
The Red Hawks ultimately won the NJAC Finals 
but now, two years later, they did it with Bennett, 
Curtis and Krauss all on the court together.
The women’s basketball team lost in overtime in 
the second round of the 2016 NCAA Division III 
Tournament, and now the four seniors are looking 
to make one final NCAA Tournament run to close 
out their careers. With that, though, comes the spec-
ter of any NCAA Tournament game could be the 
last game any of these four seniors play in a Red 
Hawk uniform.
Coming to an End
         
 Harvey usually keeps the team emotionally level on 
the bench during rocky moments, but she became 
teary-eyed when reflecting on the senior’s final few 
games.
“I love this group,” Harvey said, pushing through 
a bevy of emotions. “I do. Every group graduates 
and it’s tough, but this group is something really 
special in a way that I can’t really articulate. It’s been 
my pleasure, every day has been great with them.”
Curtis, Krauss and Snow all said they haven’t let 
the idea that one NCAA Tournament game could be 
there last, but Bennett said she is starting to come to 
grips with that reality.
“It’s scary,” Bennett said. “I was just talking to Ka-
tie Sire about that last night. Now that the regular 
season is over and it’s playoff time, it’s not about 
records, it’s not about rankings, any moment your 
season can be done. And it kind of hit me last night 
that it’s for real.”
The seniors’ success and growth on the court has 
been exponential. Krauss, who came in as a role 
player, now holds the Montclair State women’s bas-
ketball record for most career threes. Harvey con-
tends Bennett has become the best post player in the 
NJAC. Curtis is the definition of grit and grind and 
she’s the swiss-army knife of basketball players, and 
Snow solidifies the team’s depth off the bench.
 On-the-court success is one thing, though, 
and Harvey said one of the most rewarding aspects 
of coaching this group of seniors is seeing their de-
velopment as people and getting to know them.           
        “Even today, three of them came into my office 
and just sat and laughed for a half hour,” Harvey 
said. “I think just getting the chance to know them, 
like that’s the really fun part. They love the trips, 
for me it’s an opportunity to get to know them as 
people and have some really fun times with them 
that I wouldn’t have – they get to see me as a person, 
they get to see me not worried about basketball. I re-
ally get to know them and share their life a little bit, 
and that’s really rewarding.”
And now, with one NJAC and NCAA tournament 
left, Bennett, Curtis, Krauss and Snow’s time as Red 
Hawks is almost over.
“I’m going to miss it,” Krauss said. Without pause, 
Curtis said, “Me too.”
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